
Ward councillor’s report for Yatton Parish Council - 9th September 2019 
 
Buses 

● I have been meeting NSC officers and other councillors (including the Leader 
of the Council) frequently since May to discuss alternative options for a 
supported bus service to re-connect Yatton and Clevedon. I am very hopeful 
an option will emerge soon. 

 
Archaeology  

● Yatton Rugby Club will host a day of events on the 20th Sept to showcase the 
archaeology and finds from the excavations at North End in 2017 and 2018. 

● Following a request from residents I met the NSC Archaeologist (Cat Lodge) 
on 20th August and can now confirm that Yatton library will host a small 
display on the finds from Monday 23rd Sept until the end of October. Flyers 
to advertise this will be sent to the library and Parish office shortly. 

● My thanks to Cllr Wendy Griggs for securing sponsorship to enable pupils at 
Yatton Schools to also benefit from a visit by Wessex Archaeology.   

 
New primary school  

● NSC’s planning application (19/P/1293/RM) for a new primary school at 
North End was approved on 21st August. Some of the concerns of local 
residents and the Parish Council have been taken on board. I have continually 
raised the issue of landscaping and planting along the northern boundary and 
the planning officer included an informative on the decision notice reminding 
the developer of the condition requirements with particular reference to the 
submission of landscape detail. I will continue to track this. 

● The ownership of the land has now been transferred to NSC and construction 
is scheduled to begin in earnest during the first week of November. The 
contractors - Willmott Dixon - will hold ‘viewing days’ for local residents and 
publish and distribute a monthly newsletter.  

● The new school will open in Sept 2020 and the MAT sponsor - Clevedon 
Learning Trust (CLT) - has announced the new school will be called Chestnut 
Park Primary School. I have requested CLT proactively engage with ward and 
parish councillors regarding a school Travel Plan. 
 

Curo 
● Curo has submitted its Reserved Matters application (19/P/1884/RM) for 161 

dwellings on the site for which Hallam received outline consent in 2017. The 
application is online and open for consultation. 

● Curo has offered to facilitate a workshop to discuss and work up a brief for a 
‘public artwork’. Up to £30k from S106 developer contributions has been 
allocated for a gateway feature on or near the Arnold’s Way roundabout.   



 
Recycling & waste collections 

● After an unacceptable month or two of poor service, NSC requested the waste 
contractor (Biffa) put in place a number of measures to rectify the situation. 
The service has started to settle down over the last couple of weeks. The 
measures taken include::  

○ crews now working in groups of about 4, so can provide support to 
each other if needed. 

○ Biffa has recruited from the staff a ‘super loader’, whose job it is to 
become part of a crew who are experiencing difficulties with 
completion of rounds… and to advise the recipient crew how to 
structure their round.  

○ more support crews out allowing blocked roads and other problem 
areas to be dealt with expediently. 

○ a greater availability of vehicles. 
 
Other 
 

● Construction of the 60 two-bed apartments comprising the Strawberry 
Gardens extra care facility is well-advanced at North End. It will be run by 
Housing 21 and a ‘topping out’ ceremony will take place on 1st October. 

● On 4th Sept, Cllr Wendy Griggs and I welcomed Jo Walker - Chief Executive 
Officer at North Somerset Council - to Yatton. Wendy and I gave Jo a ‘tour’ of 
the village and shared with her what we perceive to be our key challenges and 
opportunities. 

● Earlier that day I ‘shadowed’ Community Response Officer, Chris Olive on one 
of his visits to the village. Among the issues we discussed were anti-social 
behaviour, parking and road safety. Chris is now a member of the 
1,500-member “Yatton Community” group on Facebook where he can pick up 
on any incidents of anti-social behaviour in the village. I will give a fuller report 
to PACT on 12th Sept. 

● Following a meeting with a resident representative in July, I am exploring with 
council officers how NSC might help to facilitate the (often discussed) 
remedial works for Wakedean Gardens.  

● Following NSC’s recent commitment to ‘re-wilding’ in the district, as a first 
step I met Tony and Faith Moulin (YACWAG), along with Aleana and Cllrs 
Jonathan Edwards and Chris Jackson to begin ‘mapping’ the areas of green 
space in and around the village... and what we might want to do to enhance 
these spaces. 

● I will be meeting the agent and house-builder (Woodstock Homes) on the site 
of the former Titan Ladders factory on 12th Sept. 



● I met representatives from Bloor Homes on 25th July and discussed (among 
other things) the phasing and roll out of their developments at North End. 

● On 17th July NSC’s Planning & Regulatory Committee confirmed its decision 
to refuse Persimmon’s application to build on the Grange orchard and former 
junior rugby training pitches. The applicant has six months to submit an 
appeal, which seems likely. 

● On 18th July, I participated in a pre-app meeting with Strongvox, the land 
agent and NSC officers prior to a possible application to build up to 45 homes 
at Boxbush Farm at North End (to the NE of the Bloor 2 development).  

● A replacement bus shelter is scheduled to be installed in the centre of the 
village (in front of Broadst.Hair&Beauty) on 28 October.  

● Yatton - like Claverham - now has a Neighbourhood Plan which has full weight 
in the consideration of planning applications and is part of the development 
plan.  

 
 
Cllr Steve Bridger 
9th September 2019 


