Full Council, 14 January 2019
Agenda item 7; 2019/20 budget and precept.

This year the budget has been worked on with Finance Committee
members and further to their meeting December 10t they recommend the
draft budget for Council’s approval.

Report of the Clerk

1. A parish council has power to raise money from council tax payers in its area.
It does this by sending a demand called a ‘precept’ to the billing authority
(North Somerset Council). North Somerset Council includes the precept on
council tax bills, along with precepts from the Police & Crime Commissioner
and the Fire Authority, and the money it needs itself. Council tax bills are
itemised so that council tax payers can see how much is raised by each
authority. Over 80% of council tax is money required by North Somerset
Council; parish council precepts account on average for 3% of council tax.
North Somerset Council pays over the precept in two instaiments, one in April
and one in September.

2. Members should bear in mind that any reference to precept refers to
compulsory payments made by council tax payers in the parish whether they
approve of the expenditure or not. Members should consider carefully the
extent to which particular items of expenditure are for the benefit of the
community,

3. It has been confirmed that Parish council precepts will not be capped from
2018/19 to 2020/21, a parish council can set whatever precept it thinks fit.
The 2018/19 precept was £204,867. The amount payable by council tax
payers varies according to what council tax band their property is in. For
2018/19 £204,867 gave an annual amount of £74.87 payable in respect of a
middle band (Band D) property. This was the sixth highest Band D charge for
parishes in North Somerset (Banwell, Wrington, Nailsea, Congresbury and
Blagdon were higher). However, its precept is in line with its size as the
largest village outside the four main towns who were the only places with
higher precepts.

4. For 2018/19 North Somerset Council paid Yatton Parish Council a ‘council tax
support grant’ of £3,524. There is no council tax support grant in 2019-20 as it
has now been phased out.

5. 1 am circulating a draft budget for 2019/20 which is based on the current
precept to £204,867 with the Council agenda. This is solely to illustrate the
Parish Council's financial position and is not my recommendation. Please
note that the left hand column of figures is for 2017-18, the middie column is
for this current year 2018-19 and the right hand column is for next year 2019-
20.




| have kept all provision broadly the same. Just small rises to take account of
increases in running costs, some small decreases on costs. (including
provision for £25,300 grant to Yatton Youth Club) except for the following:

e Administration 101 — 4027 Internet website - increase to £1,700 for new
website.

e Local Democracy 102 — 4203 Councillor Training — increase to £500
maybe needed after election in May.

e Grants — Contribution to Cadbury Hill- 4702 — Increase to £3,000.

e Hangstones Pavilion 201 — Change Hangstones ICT to CCTV — allocate
£500 for further additions as required.

« Hangstones Recreation Ground — 211 — 4941 -Skatepark & BMX track —
Increase to £5,000.

o Under A+P Capital & Projects 299 — 4937 — Outdoor Equipment &
Improvements £10,000 to play area upgrade project.

e Under A+P Capital & Projects 299 — 4942 - £8,000 for Hangstones
Alterations.

¢ Open Spaces 252 — A&P - 4047 Equipment Replacement —Balance will be
added to EMR 316 at year end.

« Local Democracy 102 - 4251 — Election Expenses — Balance will be added
to EMR at year end.

« Open Spaces — 252 - 4035 Dog Bin Cleaning — Increased due to using
new contractor Glendale via NSC to £6,250.

Decisions

« A&P Capital Projects 299 - Hangstones Alterations 4942 — Balance will be
added to a new ear-marked reserve of that title.

o New Skatepark EMR created as equipment will need replacing.
Finance Committee recommended using balance from EMR 360
Neighbourhood Plan as it is no longer required and can be used towards
this project instead.

¢ Citizens Advice Bureau Grant — CAB have asked for an increase in grant
of £585 on last year's grant. The Finance Committee have asked for
break down figuires on what other Parish Councils give and have also
invited representatives of CAB to attend the January meeting.

A statement of reserves is included with the draft budget. Reserves remain at
a prudent level and indeed it would be acceptable to take a modest amount
from reserves. No amendments can be made to Ear Marked Reserves until
the year end.

6. NOTE: the figures below are using the latest electronic precept form just
issued for 2019-20 which has shown an increase in the number of
properties in Yatton of 143.

An unchanged precept of £204,867 for 2018/19 would result in an annual
charge of £71.14 reduced from 2018-19 charge of £74.87 on a Band D
property. This is less than for 2018/19 as the ‘council tax base’ of the parish
i.e. the number of band D properties (see Appendix) has increased.




The Finance Committee have requested 3 scenarios to consider as follows:
1% precept increase (£2,048) to £206,915 Band D £71.85.
2% precept increase (£4,097) to £208,964 Band D £72.56.
3% precept increase (£6,146) to £211,013 Band D £73.27.

*

In previous years the Parish Council has sought to take account of the
reducing amount of Council Tax Support Grant in its precept requests.
As some measure since 2010 the highest Band D rate was in 2014-15 at

£76.34.

. Members are INVITED to consider the draft budget recommended by the
Finance Committee for 2019/20 and the amount of the precept for 2019/20.
May | emphasise again that inclusion for provision for expenditure in
the budget does not of itself constitute authority to incur that

expenditure.







