Minutes 
of the Meeting of 

Yatton Parish Council 
Monday 12th May 2008 
held at Hangstones Pavilion, Stowey Road, Yatton. 

Present: Cllr. J. Howard, Cllr. J. Iles, Cllr. W. Griggs, Cllr. V. Wathen, Cllr. K. Lee-Bapty, Cllr. M. Blunsdon, Cllr. R. Knifton, Cllr. J. Watson, Cllr. Jane Bollen , Cllr. B. Phillips 
Also present: R. Baker, Clerk to Yatton Parish Council, D. Spriggs, K. Richardson, Mrs Richardson, F. Moulin, D. Pinnock, D. Stockham, K. Tharmananthar
The Chairman, Cllr. J. Howard, opened the meeting by welcoming everybody in attendance. This was followed by an opening prayer led by John Andrews. 

Public Speaking: the meeting was addressed by D. Spriggs, K. Richardson, F. Moulin, D. Pinnock and D. Stockham 
D. Spriggs asked for information about what had happened to the information collected in the village questionnaire; about the possibility of traffic calming measures; about the possibility of District Councillors looking into the possibility of a works programme to repair pot holes in the High Street, and about lorries coming through the village at unsocial hours. 
K. Richardson stated that the agenda contains exempt items that do not fall within the criteria for making them such and asked the Council to consider its position. 
D. Stockham spoke about the dangerous state of Church Road that is in need of repair; suggested white lines either side of Claverham Road; and described the slabs in need of attention in Cherry Grove. 
D. Pinnock stated that he also thought that item 31 should not be exempt. He then detailed the processes that led to the setting of an incorrect precept and his actions when he realised the error. He feels that the public criticism of Councillors by K. Richardson was unjust, as was some councillors’ referral to the situation. The notice posted by the Temporary Clerk was done without recourse to Full Council so the attack on the Chairman for doing the same was unjustified. Mr Pinnock asked for an apology from the Parish council to himself, Juley Howard and Faith Moulin for the stress caused by the article about K. Richardson in the Clevedon Mercury. 
F. Moulin said that she continued to feel harassed by some Councillors through the press, with unfair comments made in their presence, and through the Standards Board; and that she had been subjected to a long line of unfair and untrue allegations that she was no longer prepared to accept. 

She said that a Councillor had made unfair remarks in a public forum and that it was not right to attack people who had no right of reply. F. Moulin wanted the allegations, that the then Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Finance Committee and the then Chairman of Council had been to blame for the precept error, withdrawn.

Cllr. V. Wathen said that the matter of the precept had been resolved at the last meeting, and that this Council had been elected to deal with matters of the parish.

Cllr. J. Watson informed the Council that she had not passed any information to the press and that any facts passed to Cllr. C. Drury were minuted facts that anyone could have found.
Cllr. R. Knifton passed letters of apology to F. Moulin and D. Pinnock and apologised to the Council for a clumsy and inappropriate intervention at the meeting of April 14th 2008.
Ward Councillors’ report: 
Cllr. T. Moulin informed the Council about: 
i. The planning application on the former library site – there is concern about the height of the proposed building 

ii. A training course on May 21st about affordable housing, and recommended that Councillors attend 

iii. Borough status for North Somerset – a decision has been deferred. Should it arise again Cllr. Moulin would be pleased to receive the views of the Council 

iv. Local issues – waste and litter, especially in Dyrham Park and around the recycling point at Somerfield. Cllr. Moulin is in discussion with North Somerset Officers and the Local Action team about the latter, but it is not straightforward as the recycling facility is on a commercial site. 

v. Street lighting – Phil Hall is aware of the need to consider special expenses for street lighting. Cllr. Moulin offered his assistance to the Clerk to explore this. 

vi. Derelict building – Cllr. Moulin is seeing an officer from Streets and Open Spaces about 10 Chescombe Road to explore options 

vii. Transitional villages – the North Somerset presentation is commended to Councillors 
Cllr. J. Iles informed the Council about: 

i. Cllrs Iles and Moulin will call in the planning application for the Old Library site if officers are so moved 

ii. Erection of aviaries – the application at Moor View Farm had gone to appeal 

iii. BIA  Walkway Application 07/P/3214/PAI at Bristol Airport – Although planning officers supported  this under permitted development there is pressure for a full planning application to be submitted.  It had been deferred to South Area Committee for consideration on 14th May.  

iv. Cadbury House – the application was approved by Central committee, but refused by the South Committee. On consideration by Planning and Resources it was turned down on the basis that special circumstances had not been shown. Members did state their support for the work being done by Cadbury House in promoting the area. 

v. New Burial ground – a report on this had been delayed due to internal re-organisation in North Somerset. 

Police report 

The Council noted P.C. Kinsella’s apologies 
Formal business commenced at 8.15 p.m.
	COU 187 
	Election of Chairman 


Cllr. J. Howard invited nominations for the post of Chairman. 

Following her nomination, Cllr. Howard declined the office. 

Following his nomination, Cllr. G. Humphries declined the office. 

The Clerk informed Councillors that if a Chair was not appointed that business would be suspended and the meeting re-convened before the end of May. 
Standing orders were suspended at 8.20 p.m. until 8.30p.m. 
Resolved: Cllr. K. Lee-Bapty accepted her nomination as Chairman by Cllr. R. Knifton, seconded by Cllr. W. Griggs and was unanimously elected. 
Cllr. J. Watson proposed a vote of thanks to Cllr. J. Howard for her work as Chairman of the Council. This was unanimously approved. 

Cllr. J. Iles commented on the way in which Cllr. J. Howard had conducted herself with courage and dignity during a very difficult time for the Council. 
	COU 188 
	Chairman’s declaration of acceptance: (Agenda item 2) 


Cllr. K. Lee Bapty signed the Chairman’s declaration of Acceptance of Office. 
	COU 189 
	Election of Vice-Chairman: (Agenda item 3) 


Resolved: Cllr. G Humphries accepted his nomination as Vice Chairman by Cllr. W. Griggs, seconded by Cllr. W. V. Watton and was unanimously elected. 

	COU 190 
	Vice-Chairman’s declaration of acceptance: (Agenda item 4) 


Cllr. G. Humphries signed the Vice Chairman’s declaration of Acceptance of Office. 

	COU 191 
	To receive Councillors declarations of acceptance of office, to be signed in the presence of the clerk prior to the meeting (Agenda item 5). 


The Clerk received Councillors’ Declarations of Acceptance of Office .
	COU 192 
	Apologies: (Agenda item 6). 


Cllr. B. Phillips passed on apologies for absence by Cllr. D. Crossman which were accepted. No other apologies were received. 

	COU 193 
	Declarations of Interests by Parish Councillors: (Agenda item 7). 


None were offered.
	COU 194 
	Statement of Yatton Parish Council assets, including a list of deeds and trust instruments in the custody of the Council : (Agenda item 8). 


The Clerk circulated a list of assets (Annex 1) prepared in January 2007 for Councillors to read for accuracy and report back to him. Once finalised the Clerk will issue the list again.
	COU 195 
	To Appoint Representatives on the Outside Bodies 2008-09: (Agenda item 9). 


Resolved: The Council unanimously accepted the nominations for representatives to outside bodies – proposed Cllr. J. Howard, seconded Cllr. R. Knifton.
	                        REPRESENTATIVES FOR OUTSIDE BODIES 2008 – 2009

	Organisation
	Appointed
	End of Term
	Comments

	Durban Trust
	
	
	

	Mary Langson
	March 2006
	March 2010
	4 year term 

	Jill Iles
	April 2006
	April 2010
	4 year term 

	
	
	
	

	Yatton United Charities
	
	
	

	David Crossman
	May 2006
	May 2010
	4 year term 

	
	
	
	


	Organisation 
	Councillor/s to be appointed annually

	
	

	ALCA
	Council Chairman and Vice-Chairman

	Bristol International Airport Consultative Committee
	Jane Bollen

	Claverham Village Hall
	Jean Watson

	Community Drugs Misuse Forum
	

	CPRE
	Wendy Griggs

	Parish Council’s Airport Association
	Jane Bollen

	LINKS
	Jane Bollen

	Strawberry Line Management Group
	Karen Lee-Bapty

	YACWAG
	Jill Iles

	Yatton Music Society
	

	Yatton Traders Association
	

	Yatton Youth Club Management Committee
	Karen Lee-Bapty

	Yatton Village Hall
	Maurice Blunsdon

	North Somerset Citizens Advice Bureau
	

	Rural Working Group
	Jane Bollen

	Health and well-being forum
	Jane Bollen

	
	


Clerk’s note for information: Cllr. T. Bidwell-Ford expressed a wish to represent the Council on Community Drugs Misuse Forum and Yatton Traders Association after the meeting.
	COU 196 
	Appointment of Committees and Sub Committees: (Agenda item 10). 


	Amenities and Properties Management Committee (APP)
	Finance, Personnel and Administration Committee (FPA)
	Planning, Environment and Community Services Committee (PECS)

	Karen Lee-Bapty (ex-officio)
	Karen Lee-Bapty (ex-officio)
	Karen Lee-Bapty (ex-officio)

	Graham Humphreys (ex-officio)
	Graham Humphreys (ex-officio)
	Graham Humphreys (ex-officio)

	Jean Watson
	Viv Wathen
	Wendy Griggs

	Rosey Knifton
	Wendy Griggs
	Rosey Knifton

	Maurice Blunsdon
	Rosey Knifton
	Robert Jenner

	(David Crossman)
	Graham Humphreys
	Maurice Blunsdon

	
	(David Crossman)
	Brian Phillips

	
	
	Jill Iles

	
	
	(David Crossman)

	
	
	Jean Watson

	
	
	Viv Wathen

	
	
	Jane Bollen

	Cadbury Hill Sub Committee
	Personnel Sub Committee
	Planning Sub Committee

	Karen Lee-Bapty (ex-officio)
	Membership of the Personnel Sub Committee is all Committee Chairmen and the Chairmen/Vice-Chairmen of the Council.


	Karen Lee-Bapty (ex-officio)

	Graham Humphreys (ex-officio)
	
	Graham Humphreys (ex-officio)

	Chair of Amenities – to be appointed
	
	Wendy Griggs

	Cadbury Hill Management Committee
	
	Rosey Knifton

	Karen Lee-Bapty (ex-officio)
	
	Robert Jenner

	Graham Humphreys (ex-officio)
	
	Maurice Blunsdon

	Chair of Amenities – to be appointed
	
	Brian Phillips

	
	
	Jill Iles

	
	Karen Lee-Bapty (ex-officio)
	(David Crossman)

	
	Graham Humphreys (ex-officio)
	Jean Watson

	
	
	Viv Wathen

	
	
	Jane Bollen


Names in brackets – suggested for membership in their absence

The Council Chairman and Vice Chairman are ex-officio members of all committees/sub-committees with voting rights. Councillors can attend and speak at committees/sub-committees but if not part of the membership are unable to vote.

	COU 197 
	To appoint members to serve on Advisory Committees for 2008/09: (Agenda item 11). 


Advisory Committees Membership to be appointed at Council/Committee meetings.
	Full Council
	Amenities and Properties Management Committee
	Planning, Environment and Community Services Committee
	Planning Sub Committee

	Hangstones Redevelopment:


	Broadcroft Play Area


	Cherry Grove
	(Section 106 Agreement)

	Jean Watson
	
	NSC Housing Stock Receipt
	(Kenn Business Park)

	Graham Humphreys
	
	Parish Composting Scheme
	

	(David Crossman)
	Hangstones Skatepark
	Severnside Com Rail Part.
	

	Rosey Knifton
	
	Walking for Health,
	

	Robert Jenner
	YPC Composting Scheme
	Elborough Avenue Traffic/Parking Management
	

	Jill Iles
	
	Pages Court, Yatton Precinct
	

	Brian Phillips
	Lighting for Teen Shelter (?)
	Robert Jenner
	

	New Burial Ground
	Hangstones Play Area Consult
	Viv Wathen
	

	Jill Iles
	
	(David Crossman)
	

	Claverham Review
	Christmas Lights
	(Jean Watson)
	

	Jean Watson
	
	Road Safety in Yatton Parish
	

	Viv Wathen
	
	Viv Wathen
	

	Wendy Griggs
	
	(Rosey Knifton)
	

	Rosey Knifton
	
	(Maurice Blunsdon)
	

	
	
	(David Crossman)
	

	
	
	(Jean Watson)
	


Clerk’s note: Names in brackets – appointed at the PECS meeting of 19th May 2008 and included for information only; Advisory Committees in italics deemed defunct at the PECS meeting of 19th May 2008 and included for information only; Advisory Committees in brackets deemed on-hold at the PECS meeting of 19th May 2008 and included for information only
Resolved: The Council unanimously accepted the nominations for Committees, sub-Committees and Advisory Committees – proposed Cllr. R. Knifton, seconded Cllr. J. Howard.
	COU 198 
	Minutes of the Meeting of Full Council held 14th April 2008 - to be confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman: (Agenda item 12). 


Resolved: The Council accepted the Clerk’s apologies for incorrectly wording this agenda item and accepted the minutes of the Meeting of Full Council held 14th April 2008 for review. 
Resolved: The minutes of the Meeting of Full Council held 14th April 2008 

Were accepted unanimously subject to the following amendments: 

Page 3: after “Chairs of some committees had lost payment for their role.” Insert “Chairs of scrutiny panels will have their entitlement to payment reduced as the independent panel felt that the committees had been underperforming”.

COU 177: correct spelling of “Amendment”.

COU 185: insert “authority” after “highway” and delete “supplementary note”
Proposed: Cllr. K. Lee-Bapty, seconded Cllr. W. Griggs 

	COU 199 
	To review procedure for recording Apologies for Absence: (Agenda item 13). 


Resolved: Councillors unanimously accepted the following guidance note, proposed by K. Lee-Bapty, seconded by Cllr. J. Howard 
“Guidance Note 
Members unable to attend meetings should submit an apology in writing, by email or by telephone. Whenever possible apologies should be given to the Clerk of the Council before the start of the meeting. 
Members are also asked, although there is no requirement to do so, to indicate a reason for non-attendance. 
This reason for non-attendance will not be disclosed by the Clerk during a Public Meeting. 
Failure to attend any meeting of the Council for a continuous period of six months will render a member unable to continue in office unless their absence was due to some reason approved by the Council before the expiry of six months since the date of the last meeting attended.” 

	COU 200 
	Clean neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005: Changes to dog control legislation: (Agenda item 14). 


Resolved: proposed by Cllr. K. Lee-Bapty, seconded by Cllr. J. Watson, that this item be considered at the next PECS meeting.
	COU 201 
	Yatton and Claverham Parish Plan: (Agenda item 15). 


Cllr. J. Watson circulated copies of the format proposed at the Councillors’ Working Party of April 21st (Annex 2).
Cllr. J. Howard mentioned the lengthy discussion that had taken place at the previous workshop on affordable housing and reminded the Council that over 400 people had expressed support for a green burial ground.

The Chairman said that at April’s workshop it had been decided to ask for approval of the headings and format plus some of the issues. 
Recommended: that Council accept the format and possible issues bearing in mind that it is a living document that can be added to or deleted (proposed Cllr. J. Watson, seconded Cllr. B. Phillips) 

The Chairman suspended Standing Orders to allow K. Tharmananthar to speak.
K. Tharmananthar suggested that Council approve the format of the summary sheet, add improvements identified at the earlier meeting and identify a small group to progress the plan.
Standing Orders were then re-instated.
Amendment: that Council accept the proposed format of the Parish Plan only. Proposed Cllr. K. Lee-Bapty; seconded Cllr. J. Iles. It was put to the vote: For: 8; Against: 2; Abstentions: 2. The vote was carried. 
Resolved: that Council accept the proposed format of the Parish Plan only. Proposed Cllr. K. Lee-Bapty; seconded Cllr. J. Iles. The vote was carried: For: 9; Against: 1; Abstentions: 2. The vote was carried. 
	COU 202 
	Order of agenda items 


Resolved: that Agenda items 21 and 22 should be considered next and that items 16 – 20 be deferred until the next meeting of Full Council – proposed Cllr. K. Lee-Bapty, seconded Cllr. V. Wathen 
	COU 203 
	Precept 2008 – 2009: (Agenda item 21). 


Resolved: that the contents of 2 letters from North Somerset Council be noted and accepted (Annexes 3 and 4) proposed by Cllr. R. Knifton, seconded by Cllr. V. Wathen. 

	COU 204 
	Order of agenda items 


Resolved: that the statement of payments be brought forward from the Clerk’s report, and that Councillor Training and statement of payments be considered as the next items - proposed by Cllr. R. Knifton, seconded by Cllr. M. Blunsdon.

	COU 205 
	Statement of payments: (Agenda item 25 - part). 


Resolved: that the statement of payments (Annex 5) brought forward from the Clerk’s report is accepted: proposed by Cllr. R. Knifton, seconded by Cllr. M. Blunsdon.

	COU 206 
	Training for Yatton Parish Councillors: (Agenda item 18). 


Councillors were asked to return the booking forms for Councillors’ workshops to the Clerk and to give Cllr. K. Lee-Bapty details of any whole-Council training that they think may be appropriate. 

Resolved: proposed by Cllr. K. Lee-Bapty, seconded by Cllr. R. Knifton that workshops are organised for Full Council on planning for the future.

	COU 207 
	Order of agenda items 


Resolved: The press, public and officers not required by the members be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following items of business on the grounds that their consideration will involve disclosure of exempt information as defined in Section 100A (2) of the Local Government Act 1972: To place the Grounds Maintenance Contract 2008, 2009 and 2010.

Proposed by Cllr. V. Wathen, seconded by Cllr. W. Griggs, passed unanimously.  

Resolved: that all other outstanding items be added to the agenda of the next Full Council meeting – proposed Cllr. K. Lee-Bapty, seconded Cllr. V. Wathen. For 10, against 2. The vote was carried. 

The Chairman apologized for inconveniencing people who had come to listen to the debate and hoped that they could come to the next meeting at which the deferred items would be discussed first. 

	COU 208 
	To place the Grounds Maintenance Contract 2008, 2009 and 2010: (Agenda item 22). 


The Clerk presented 3 tenders to the Council. The tenders were anonymous. 

Resolved: it was decided to accept the lowest tender for one year only (April 2008 – October 2008) – proposed Cllr. W. Griggs, seconded Cllr. M. Blunsdon; For: 11, against 1. The vote was carried. 
The meeting closed at 10.15 p.m. 
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