Minutes

of a meeting of
Yatton Parish Council

Planning, Environment & Community Services Committee Monday 16 June 2008  

held at Hangstones Pavilion, Stowey Road, Yatton.

Present: Cllrs. J. Bollen; M. Blunsdon; D. Crossman; J. Iles; R. Jenner; R. knofton; B. Phillips; V. Wathen; J. Watson; K. Lee-Bapty
Also in attendance: J. Howard
Public Speaking.

J. Howard reminded the committee of her request for a representative of the council to work with her on the Road Safety team. She asked if the Road Safety Strategy would be adhered to and was reassured that it would be.
The Local Action team had received additional road safety suggestions at the Infant School fete.

J. Howard asked if dropped kerbs could be installed at the  corner of Barberry Farm Road and Stowey Road – the Clerk was asked by the committee to refer this request to North Somerset.

Cllr. Maurice Blunsdon asked if anyone knew the whereabouts of the radar guns that had been purchased by the Council.
MATTERS FOR DECISION
	PECS
101
	Apologies for Absence (to approve reasons where necessary)




None
	PECS
102
	Declarations of Interests by Parish Councillors




None
	PECS
103
	To approve and sign the minutes of of the meeting held on 19th May 2008. 


Resolved: to accept the minutes of the meeting of May 19th 2008.

	PECS
104
	Road Safety to consider:

A crossing at the top of Horsecastle Close/top of Moor Road 
A 20 mph speed restriction outside the village schools 
Adding a crossing at Oxford Instruments to the list list of priorities


The Clerk circulated the Council’s agreed Road Safety Strategy (Annex 1).
A crossing at the top of Horsecastle Close/top of Moor Road – this is already Priority 3.
A 20 mph speed restriction outside the village schools – this is Priority 4
Adding a crossing at Oxford Instruments to the list of priorities – this is already part of a S106 request
 The Clerk was asked to:
i. Check the status of the proposal to have a continuous footway between Henley Lane and Frost Hill. Councillors were reminded that this had been a condition of development at Cadbury Country Club and  should be so again if the proposal for development went to appeal.

ii. check the status of the S106 agreement for the proposed development at Oxford Instruments

Councillors were advised of the letter from Mike Herbert, Strategic Projects, North Somerset (Annex 2). Councillors noted:

· that a dropped kerb will still be needed for driveway access

· -that a previous engineer had agreed the position of the bollards

· 450mm seems an excessive distance between the edge of the pavement and the bollards (c.f. the position of the bollards outside the library).

· There is no dropped kerb between barberry farm and The Avenue

· Cars are mounting the pavement as far down as Grasmere

· Railings were not a feasible option

· Therefore they proposed that the bollards should be retained as the favoured option

Resolved: that a letter is sent to Mike Herbert stating that the proposed raised kerb will not meet the need for greater protection for pedestrians at this location. 
	PECS

105
	Wakedean gardens:

To consider setting up an advisory committee to progress improvements




Resolved: that an Advisory Committee is set up to progress improvements to Wakedean gardens

The committee will initially comprise of Cllrs. V. Wathen and R. Knifton.  The Chair of the residents committee will be invited to speak at the July meeting of the Committee.
	PECS

106
	To consider a response to the proposal to remove the telephone box in Claverham


BT is proposing the removal of telephone boxes at:

· Claverham Post Office, Claverham – 01934 876893

· High Street, Yatton – 01934 877429

Councillors noted that there is a senior citizens residence near to the Claverham telephone box; and that elderly residents are unlikely to have mobile phones.  
Resolved: the council cannot support the removal of the telephone boxes without clear evidence of lack of usage; and that any lack of usage is caused by the phones being out of action; that the council is surprised that settlements the size of Yatton and Claverham are having their telephone boxes removed; that the Council should seek replacement facilities, e.g. payphones in Somerfield and Claverham Post Office.

North Somerset Council has received information from BT regarding the removal of public payphones within North Somerset. If you have any comments on this proposal, please send them to us within 14 days of the date of this letter to BT Payphones, PP 05A23, Delta Point, Wellesley Road, Croydon, CR9 2YA or email btp.authorisation.team@bt.com and send a copy to the Planning Department, North Somerset Council, Somerset House, Oxford Street, Weston super Mare, BS23 1TG. Should your comments relate to a particular phone box please clearly show the telephone number of the kiosk in your correspondence. 

	PECS

107
	Consider a response to the letter from Yatton ramblers about footpath infrastructure in Yatton 




Cllr. J. Iles joined the meeting at 7.16 p.m.
The Chairman thanked Cllr. R. Jenner for his achievements in installing kissing gates and 2 new bridges.

Cllr. D. Crossman asked for liaison with local farmers when kissing gates are installed.

Cllr. R. Knifton asked that if new kissing gates are commissioned that springs be added to kissing gates and wire is used to prevent livestock escaping.

Resolved: 

i. that when the final report is received by NROW, North Somerset Rights of Way officers will prioritise what needs to be addressed for health and safety.

ii. the Yatton Parish Councillors in partnership with Yatton Ramblers will hope to progress necessary implementations as part of the parish Plan.
Cllr. R. Jenner presented a report of a meeting to consider upgrading the footpath between Yatton and Claverham (Annex 3). He had now received an estimate of £4000 to install Oxford Kissing gates. Councillors will return to this item at a future meeting.

	PECS

108
	To consider development control policies




A decision was taken at the December meeting of the planning Sub-committee to frame a Housing Needs policy. This needs to be finalised before the Oxford instruments development takes place.
The Clerk was asked to do background research and report to the next meeting.
	PECS

109
	To review membership of Severnside Community Rail Partnership




The Clerk was asked to approach D. Pinnock and ask if he was willing to continue as the parish Council’s representative.
Failing this an advertisement will be placed on the Community Noticeboard for a representative.

	PECS

110
	To consider school travel plans




The Clerk was asked to approach local schools for their travel plans, and include this as a future agenda item.
	PECS

111
	To consider signage on the Strawberry line




Andy Mallender will be invited to the next meeting, at which this will be an agenda item.

	PECS

112
	Clerk’s Report



The Clerk had received two complaints about the footpath between Elborough Avenue and Derham Park.
	PECS

113
	To Consider Future Agenda Items




1. School travel

2. Wakedean Gardens

3. Strawberry Line signage

4. Post Office tethered storage

5. Claverham/Yatton footpath improvement

6. Road safety issues

