Minutes 
of the Meeting of 
Yatton Parish Council 
Monday November 10th 2008 
held at Hangstones Pavilion, Stowey Road, Yatton. 
Meeting opened: 7.33 p.m.    Meeting closed: 9.25 p.m.

Prayers were led by Peter Cresswell
Present: Parish Councillors: M. Blunsdon, G. Humphreys, J. Iles; R. Jenner, R. Knifton, K. Lee-Bapty (Chairman), B. Phillips, V. Wathen, J. Watson, Jane Bollen, D. Crossman
Also in attendance: D. Stockham, P. Stevens, David Watkins, M. Wilkinson, R. Lowman, W. Lowman, K. Tharmananthar, Peter Cresswell
Public Speaking: 
R. Lowman expressed disappointment that no representative of Yatton Parish Council was present at the Standards Committee (Complaint Hearing) of Thursday 30th October 2008 and considered it unprofessional that it was not an agenda item for this meeting.
The Clerk stated that he had not received official notification of the Committees findings in time to include them on the agenda.

P. Stevens expressed concern about standing water between Somerfield and Well Lane. (The Clerk has informed North Somerset District Council).
Cllr. B. Phillips spoke about agenda item 5 in which he had a prejudicial interest; he felt that it should not be an agenda item for Full Council as it came within the remit of the planning Sub-Committee.

D. Watkins explained that one of the reasons for his proposal under agenda item 5 was that there had been no affordable housing in Yatton for nearly 10 years.
D. Stockham complimented the Parish Plan and mentioned standing water outside her house.

The Clerk read out an email received from D. Pinnock (Annex 1)

Matters for decision:
COU285: Apologies for Absence

Cllrs. T. Bidwell-Ford; W. Griggs.

COU 286: Declarations of Interests by Parish Councillors.

Prejudicial interest: Cllr. B. Phillips – agenda item 5. To consider a proposal for affordable housing on the B3133 opposite Lestrem House (near to the junction with south end of Mendip Road)
Personal interest: Cllrs. G. Humphreys, R. Jenner, R. Knifton, K. Lee-Bapty, B. Phillips, J. Watson, D. Crossman  Agenda Item 7. To consider a letter from Mr. N. Taplin about posters displayed in the Parish about a planning application for Cadbury House Hotel.
COU 287: To approve and sign the minutes of the last meeting 

Resolved: To approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on 13th October 2008.
COU 288:  To consider an agenda item in exempt session

 

Resolved: That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following item of business: Agenda Item 17. To consider a letter regarding the purchase of fields adjacent to Hangstones Playing Field
on the grounds that its consideration will involve the disclosure of exempt information as defined in the Local Government Act 1972.
COU 289:

Resolved: To move agenda item 17 after agenda item 23.
COU 290:  To consider a proposal for affordable housing on the B3133 opposite Lestrem House (near to the junction with south end of Mendip Road)

Cllr. B. Phillips left the meeting at 8.02 p.m.
Resolved: that this item is put on the agenda for a Planning Sub-Committee pre-meeting.
Cllr. B. Phillips returned to the meeting at 8.07 p.m.

COU 291:  Finance  
Resolved: To authorise payments, to note receipts and petty cash payments from 1 October 2008 – 10 November 2008 (Annex 2).
COU 292: To consider a letter from Mr. N. Taplin about posters displayed in the Parish about a planning application for Cadbury House Hotel.

The Clerk explained that unsigned posters had been put up inviting local residents to object to the planning application. One of the posters commented on the fact that some Councillors had voted for the proposal although they had previously declared a personal interest.

Cllr. J. Iles expressed concern that this was an agenda item. Cllr. Iles was distressed that her name was on the bottom of the poster and that it could be construed that she was either a nominated point of contact or had a view regarding the development. 
Councillors felt that there was a need to clarify the meaning of personal and prejudicial interests explaining that declaring a personal interest did not prevent a Councillor from discussing and voting upon a resolution – while declaring a prejudicial interest means that a Councillor has to leave the meeting once the relevant agenda item is under discussion.

Resolved: to post a clarification on the web site as to the meaning and significance of declaring a personal or prejudicial interest; to inform Mr Taplin of both this and that no other action was anticipated.

COU 293: To consider allocation of funds for major grants in the financial year ending March 31st 2010, to include: Citizens’ Advice Bureau, Cadbury Hill, Yatton Youth Club, Yatton Junior Football Club; plus such other organisations as Council may feel appropriate.

Councillors spoke strongly in favour of continuing support for Yatton Youth Club. Support was also expressed for Stepping Stones Community Pre-School, Claverham Youth group and the possible need for continuing to support the Parish Youth Co-ordinator.

Resolved: that all of the above are put forward to the Finance, Personnel and Administration Committee for consideration for grant support.

COU 294: To consider a report on the stability of the rock face at the War Memorial.

Resolved; to authorise the reduction of the hazel tree; provide signage immediately; and to obtain quotes for securing the rock face with mesh or a partial re-build or a total rebuild with the final decision to be made by the Amenities and Properties Committee..

COU 295: To consider a recommendation from the Hangstones re-development Working Party for topological surveys of Hangstones Playing Field and Rock Road Playing Field.

Resolved: to commission topological surveys as essential preliminaries to an option appraisal for the redevelopment of Hangstones.

COU 296:  To consider the calendar of meetings for 2009.

Resolved: to consider this item at the meeting of Full Council in December.
COU 296: To consider office closure over the period of the Christmas holidays.

Resolved: that the office closes from December 24th – 29th; that it opens for the morning of December 30th; that it then closes for the remainder of that week.

COU 297: To consider staff training in the Omega finance package.

Resolved: to commission on-site training for the Clerk and the Finance Officer in the preparation of the budget statement for the financial year ending March 31st 2010 at a cost of approximately £400.

COU 298: To consider Risk Analyses for:

i. the investment of funds received for Church View Cottage

ii. Hangstones re-development.

Resolved: to delegate definition of Risk Analyses to the Finance, Personnel and Administration Committee.

COU 299: To consider a response to the following items of correspondence:

i. flooding on Stowey Road

ii. Yatton Rights of Way

Resolved: to inform the residents who had written to this Council about flooding on Stowey Road that having seen the correspondence from North Somerset the matter will be resolved by the District Council and the drainage Board.

Resolved: to delegate consideration of this letter to the planning, Environment and Community Services Committee.

COU 300: To consider a response to the following consultations:

i. Joint Local Transport Plan Major Transport Schemes

ii. Codes of Conduct for local authority employees and members

Jean Watson, Graham Humphries and Robert Jenner to attend the consultation meetings for the Joint Local Transport Plan Major Transport Schemes
Resolved: Codes of Conduct for local authority employees and members to be circulated to all Councillors; any responses to be sent to the Clerk.

COU 301: Matters referred from other Committees, Sub-Committees and Advisory Groups:

A  report from the Pages Court Advisory Committee was received from Cllr J. Watson (Annex 3).
Cllr. R. Jenner gave a verbal report from the Hangstones Redevelopment Working Party; contracts for the condition survey for Hangstones Pavilion and the topography surveys of Hangstones and Rock Road playing fields were about to be let and the base data for the Options Appraisal/Feasibility Study had been gathered,
COU 302: Matters for information only 

A summary of the meeting on October 29th 2008 about Hangstones Playing Field had been previously circulated. The Clerk asked for comments by the end of the week. Cllr. R. Knifton thanked the Chairman and the Clerk for organizing a very supportive and positive meeting.
The Clerk gave an update on progress towards securing a new Burial ground

COU 303: Chairman’s Report
Cllr. K. Lee-Bapty said that a copy of the minutes of the meeting of the Chairmen of Committees was in the weekly mailing. She thanked the Clerk and the Marshalls for the organization of the Remembrance Day Service. Councillors were reminded of the ALCA AGM on 29th November 2008.

COU 304: Clerk’s Report

The Clerk circulated the minutes of the Standards Committee (Complaint Hearing) of Thursday 30th October 2008 that he had received at the end of the previous week. (Annex 4)
The Clerk recommended that the council should once again offer the Clerk’s services in organizing the Remembrance day parade. The Clerk was asked to write to Roger Lawrence to this effect.

COU 305: To consider a letter regarding the purchase of fields adjacent to Hangstones Playing Field.

This was considered as an exempt item, in which Cllrs. B. Phillips and J. Iles declared a personal interest.

COU 306:  Future Agenda Items
i. Advisory committee report to be presented on Road Safety

ii. Low-cost housing

iii. Invite Racial equality presentation

iv. Review newsletter

v. To request PECs to consider street lighting times and special expense; and Grassmere Road TRO
vi. Calendar of meetings
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