Minutes 
of the Meeting of 
Yatton Parish Council 
Monday March 9th 2009 
held at Horsecastle Chapel, Horsecastle Farm Road Yatton. 
Meeting opened: 7.30 p.m.    Meeting closed: 9.15 p.m.
Prayers were led by Reverend Chris Steed. 

Present: Councillors: David Crossman (Chairman), Wendy Griggs, Graham Humphreys, Robert Jenner, Rosey Knifton, Brian Phillips, Viv Wathen and Jean Watson
Also in attendance: Clerk, North Somerset Councillor Tony Moulin, Karuna Tharmananthar (North Somerset Parish Liaison Officer), Aleana Baird, Max Wilkinson, Peter Creswell and Pat Stevens.
Public Participation:
Presentation by Yatton Junior Football Club
Peter Matley and Dave Mortimer gave a presentation on the proposed new all-weather pitch at Rock Road, and handed a summary and schedule to members. The proposed pitch would reduce the need to transport young people out of Yatton. Full planning permission had been granted and they hoped that work would commence in July and be completed by the start of the new season. There would be new floodlighting and an enclosed area. The pitch would be available to the community at a nominal charge when not required by the Club. As mentioned before the Club was asking the Council to demolish the tree in the car park.

There was a question as to whether the terms of the original gift forbade the fencing off of any area. Graham Humphries believed that all legal issues had been checked at the time of the lease.
The Chairman thanked Peter and Dave for their presentation.
Questions from members of the public
Pat Stevens asked what progress had been made following his request at the Council meeting on 12 January for access to Hangstones field to be restricted to eliminate unsocial behaviour. The Chairman replied that the matter would be placed on the next meeting of the Amenities and Properties Committee

Pat Stevens referred to the Clerk’s report to the Council meeting on 16 February. He asked what the legal position would be if an individual councillor did speak or act in a way not permitted by law.

The Chairman replied that he thought it would be unwise to answer this question without taking legal advice; the answer might well depend on the nature of the decision. The important thing was that the Council now had clear procedures in place to prevent unlawful delegation

North Somerset Councillors’ Reports.
Tony Moulin reported:

· Work was behind schedule of the Children’s Centre but still on budget. It was hoped that the Centre would be open for business in May or June.
· The waste contract for 2009/10 was to be re-let. He asked parish councillors to contact him if there was any confusion over cardboard recycling.
· There was to be a review of public conveniences. Phases 1 and 2 would not affect Yatton. Phase 3 would concern arrangements when the current contract expires.
· The first meeting of Partners & Communities Together had been held. The joint police operation to control large numbers of young people assembling in Yatton had been very successful

Police Report
No report
Matters for decision
COU364: Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from Jane Bollen and Maurice Blunsdon.

RESOLVED that it be noted that their absence was due to illness and that their illness be approved as a reason for continuing absence so long as it lasts
COU365: Declarations of Interests
Wendy Griggs declared a personal interest in Agenda item 6(1) (Yatton Youth Club) as a member of the Management Committee

Wendy Griggs declared a personal interest in Agenda item 9 (Yatton United Charities) as a trustee and David Crossman declared a personal interest as a Council-appointed trustee.
COU366: Minutes of the meeting held on 16 February 2009. 


The minutes of the meeting held on 16 February 2009 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. It was noted that the list of Future Agenda items at the end of the Minutes was helpful to members.
COU367: Finance
Payments were authorised and receipts and petty cash payments noted (Annex 1)
COU368: Representatives on outside bodies 2008-09

(1) Yatton Youth Club Management Committee (1 representative)

RESOLVED that Graham Humphries be appointed
(2) Strawberry Line Management Group (1 representative)

No nomination
(3) Yatton Village Hall Management Committee (1 representative following the resignation of Cllr. Blunsdon)


No nomination
COU369:  Revised procurement policy


A report from the Clerk, with a draft revised procurement policy attached, was circulated (Annex 2)

RESOLVED that the revised procurement policy be adopted, with provision for review after one year.

COU370: Protocol on the payment of the Chairman’s allowance

A report from the Clerk was circulated (Annex 3).

RESOLVED that advances to the Chairman may be made against expenditure that he or she will incur, with the Clerk maintaining a list of the purpose of each advance.
COU371: Trustees of the Yatton United Charities.

RESOLVED that Brenda Hayward and Ralph James be nominated for a further term of four years (Brian Phillips asked for his abstention to be recorded as he felt he had insufficient knowledge of the candidates).
COU372: Vacancies on the Council
NOTED that

(1) the period during which 10 electors may call for a poll in respect of the vacancy in South Ward had now expired;
(2) the vacancies to be filled by co-option were therefore as follows:

Horsecastle Ward: 2 vacancies

North Ward: 3 vacancies

South Ward: 4 vacancies
COU373: Procedure for co-option onto the Council

Briefing from the National Association of Local Councils was circulated (Annex 4). In discussion members emphasised that any procedure must not be a barrier to candidates.

RESOLVED that the co-option procedure be as follows:

(1) Personnel Subcommittee to draw up a short and simple list of criteria for parish councillors;

(2) candidates to be invited to attend one or two Council meetings in order to understand how Council works

(3) candidates to be invited to a discussion at a meeting of the Personnel Subcommittee, partly to answer candidates’ questions, but also (and this would be explained to candidates) for the Subcommittee to make a recommendation to full Council on whether they should be co-opted

COU374: Ways of encouraging Yatton and Claverham residents to express an interest in membership of the Council.
RESOLVED that publicity be given to the vacancies on the website and in local media and that the matter be open for discussion at the Annual Parish Meeting.
COU375: Presentation from the Rural Housing Association
RESOLVED that this be referred to the Planning Applications Subcommittee
Matters for information
COU376:  Separate parish councils for Yatton and Claverham

NOTED that North Somerset Council will take this forward as an issue for consultation within Stage Two of the Community Governance Review. The Parish Council will have an opportunity to submit further comments, probably in July.
COU377: ‘Special Expenses’


Report from Wendy Griggs was circulated (Annex 5)
COU378: Councillors’ training on power to promote well-being

NOTED that the power to promote well-being can only be exercised when the Clerk has received the Certificate in Local Council Administration. This is unlikely to be for at least a year, so training for councillors can be considered in early 2010.
COU379: Clerk’s Report
Sundry correspondence for information, including:

(1) Letter from Chairman of North Somerset Group ALCA requesting support for their request that the North Somerset Strategic Partnership include an ALCA representative

(2) Letter from North Somerset Council reporting that the Council’s letter concerning the A368 experimental weight restriction has been forwarded to the Executive Member

(3) Minutes of ALCA North Somerset Group meeting, 22 September 2008

(4) Minutes of ALCA Executive Committee meeting, 23 October 2008

(5) Minutes of North Somerset Council/ALCA Liaison Meeting, 30 January 2009
COU380:  Future Agenda Items
(1) Presentation from Infants’ School at some future date, but not in immediate future.

(2) Future management of Cadbury Hill.


(3) Management of street lights.

COU381:  Letter to former Clerk
RESOLVED unanimously that the Chairman should write to Richard Baker thanking him for all the work he had done for the Council, which enabled the Council to move forward on a firm footing.
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