Minutes 
of the Meeting of 
Yatton Parish Council 
Monday January 26th 2009 
held at Hangstones Pavilion, Stowey Road, Yatton. 
Meeting opened: 7.33 p.m.    Meeting closed: 9.20 p.m.
Present: Parish Councillors: M Blunsdon, G. Humphreys, J. Iles; R. Jenner,  B. Phillips, V. Wathen, J. Watson, Chairman D. Crossman; W. Griggs; T. Bidwell-Ford
Also in attendance: S Macpherson, J Patel, M Langdon, C Whitehead, V French, T Devine, D Singleton, G Davis,  Mr & Mrs Turner, B Adams, Mr & Mrs Hodder, A Derrick, J Howard, Mr & Mrs Cook, M Hooker, T Singleton, A Gales, Cllr. T. Moulin, P. Stevens, A .Baird, 
Public Speaking:
 Mr D Singleton sought reassurance that a drainage and environmental assessment had been carried out and wished to be informed of the details of a shared scheme of management for the proposed new burial site. He submitted photographs for the Council’s information. 
Mr J Howard enquired what proportion of the fields had been allocated for the proposed New Burial Ground.
The Clerk informed Mr Singleton and Mr. Howard that further information would be given during the course of the evening’s meeting that may answer their concerns.

Mary Langdon spoke of a possible way in which the number of cremation plots may be increased in the Old Burial Ground.  She had seen a scheme in Wales and submitted photographs as an illustration for the Parish Council to consider. 
Matters for decision:
COU333:  Apologies for Absence (to approve reasons where necessary).
Apologies had been received from Councillors Jane Bollen and Rosey Knifton.

COU334: Declarations of Interests by Parish Councillors.

Councillor Graham Humphreys declared a prejudicial interest in agenda Item 5 as his business was in Monumental Masonry.
COU 335: Minutes of the Meeting of Full Council held 12th January 2009.

Resolved: to accept and sign the minutes as a true record subject to a minor adjustments to the Police report.
COU336:  Exempt session
No agenda item was identified for exempt session.

*** At this point in the meeting Councillor Graham Humphreys left the room.
COU 337: To Consider the Proposal for a New Burial Ground on Land Next to the Allotments, Mendip Road, Yatton. 
Clerk Richard Baker addressed the meeting and gave details of a report he had prepared and had circulated to Councillors earlier. This gave information that had been gathered to date on ownership, ecology, environmental protection, public footpaths, the comments of the Landscape Officer and ground condition (a survey by Integrale had been carried out and was broadly favorable, this was submitted to the Environment Agency for their consideration and they had the final decision as to whether or not a new burial ground could take place at the site).

 The report also gave details of the options for ownership, management and funding for the development of the site also the steps that were required to take the project to the pre planning stage. 

Councillors had a full discussion on the implications of the various options available for ownership, management, cost implications to the Parish, size of the burial site and it’s provision in terms of number of plots and how many years it was estimated to last.  Councillors also gave their views on green burials, the effect of the proposed site on highways and traffic volume in a residential area and the impact of badgers. 
*** At this point the meeting was suspended to allow a general discussion with members of the public to take place, and to give them the opportunity to share their views with Councillors. 
*** Following this discussion the Chairman reconvened the meeting.
PROPOSED:  that Yatton Parish Council undertook the option of a jointly managed facility with North Somerset Council in which the Parish Council leased the land at a nominal rent.      
Resolved: Not to pursue the option of a jointly managed facility with North Somerset Council.
PROPOSED:  that Yatton Parish Council explored the possibility of purchasing the land for the exclusive use of the Parish.

Resolved: that Yatton Parish Council explore the possibility of purchasing the land for exclusive use of the parish.

PROPOSED:  that an New Burial Ground Advisory Group with Terms of Reference be formed.

Resolved: that a New Burial Ground Advisory Group be formed with Councillors T Bidwell Ford, R Jenner and Chairman D Crossman as members.

Terms of Reference

i)  Ascertain if North Somerset Council will make the land available for Yatton Parish Council’s exclusive use.

ii)  To have prepared costings for Yatton Parish Council to purchase, implement and manage the New Burial Ground alone and report to Council in six months.

iii) To use these costings as a base line against which the costs of a jointly managed facility can be compared.
*** Councillor Graham Humphreys was invited to return to the meeting.
COU 338: To Consider the Budget for the Financial Year Ending March     

                 31st March 2010.

The Parish Council had ratified the precept budget figure of £169,117 (COU 331) at the Full Council Meeting held on 12th January 2009.  Clerk Richard Baker had been requested at that meeting to circulated a revised budget statement to Councillors.  He explained and clarified the details of the revised statement for the new precept and how it had taken into account the error that had taken place in 2008-09. He was to send a Press Release to explain this to Parishioners.  The 2009-10 precept represented an 8.8% reduction however the Clerk advised that the presentation of the precept for 2010-11 required careful consideration as it was going to appear that a substantial increase had occurred.
Councillors thanked the Clerk for all the work he had carried out in preparing the precept. 
District Councillor Jill Iles requested a copy of the break down for the Finance and Administration  Budget in order to clarify the increase of budget in this area.

COU339: Clerk’s Report
i) The Youth Offender Team had carried out work litter picking and ditch clearance at the Youth Club and Hangstones Pavilion.  They were to carry out weeding around the margins of the car park at Glebelands and also work on the wildflower garden adjacent to Church View Cottage.
 ii) The Clerk asked for a volunteer to complete a feedback on performance form for the Standards Board.  Councillor Bidwell Ford agreed to carry this out.
COU340: To Consider Future Agenda Items

i) Extraordinary meeting to consider the external Auditor’s report.
ii) Yatton and Claverham forming separate Parish Councils.

iii) A new representative for the Youth Club Management Committee.

iv) A new representative for the Strawberry Line Committee.

v)) To establish an Advisory Committee for Grants.

vi) An explanation of special expenses.

vii) To discuss the problem of gaining places at Yatton Infant School.

[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
PAGE  
3
Full Council 26/1/2009

