Minutes 
of the Meeting of 
Yatton Parish Council 
Monday February 9th 2009 
held at Horsecastle Chapel, Horsecastle Farm Road Yatton. 
Meeting opened: 7.33 p.m.    Meeting closed: 9.35 p.m.
Prayers were led by Reverend Ian Hubbard. 

Present: Parish Councillors: G. Humphreys, J. Iles; R. Jenner, R. Knifton, V. Wathen, J. Watson, Chairman D. Crossman; T. Bidwell-Ford
Also in attendance: R. Baker, J. Adams, P Kinsella, W. Bryant (NSC), 

D. Watkins, I. Pullen, R. Guthrie, P. Cresswell, A .Baird, 
Public Speaking:
North Somerset Council – Ward Councillors Reports.

District Councillor Jill Iles updated Council on the following matters:

i) The conversion of barns to holiday accommodation at Jasmine Lane, Claverham had been refused at Central Area Committee as it had not met the criteria for Policy RD2 of the NSRLP (Written Statement Adopted 2007).

ii) The meeting with architect’s to review the design for the proposed flats in the High Street on the site of the old Library and Police House had been very productive. Whilst the flat roof remained, the overall exterior design was far softer and included natural stone that blended well with the street scene.  The lane to the rear that was a cause of concern to residents and business’s was a civil matter; however the applicant had been requested to produce a Traffic Management Plan for the period of building construction. 
iii) The work being carried out by District Councillors for the highways in Yatton and Claverham was on going and the funding was in place for work on Mendip Road to be carried out in the next financial year.

The Parish Council thanked District Councillors Jill Iles and Tony Moulin for all the work they had done for the Parish.

Police Report – PC Phil Kinsella

PC Kinsella brought two events to the Council’s attention, firstly the North Somerset’s Safer Stronger Neighbourhoods Roadshow at the Winter Gardens, Weston Super Mare on Tuesday 10th February 2009 from 2.30 pm to 5.30 pm.  Secondly a Yatton area  PACT meeting and Neighbourhood Watch AGM  to be held at Horsecastle Chapel on Thursday 19th February 2009 at 7.00 pm.

PC Kinsella reported that he had secured overtime for three officers to concentrate and eliminate problems in Yatton on Friday nights for four weeks, it was then to be reviewed.
Presentation by Officers of North Somerset Council on Affordable Housing.   
Housing Development Manger Will Bryant gave a report on the two main sites at Wemberham Lane and at Oxford Instruments identified in Yatton as suitable for affordable housing.  The development of housing on these sites was unlikely to take place before 2011 at the earliest.  There had been a number of exception sites identified in the Parish but they were more difficult to progress as they had strict criteria to adhere to.  The recent advertisements by First Step Homes for affordable housing on Stowey Road and in Claverham was simply the Company trying to assess interest, they had not consulted at all with North Somerset Planners or Housing Development.  As there were not any sites that would definitely be used for affordable housing Will Bryant suggested that a meeting was arranged to discuss ways in which this can be progressed further in Yatton and Claverham.      
Matters for decision:
COU341:  Apologies for Absence (to approve reasons where necessary).
Apologies had been received from Councillors Jane Bollen, Maurice Blunsdon, Wendy Griggs, Brian Phillips, Tony Moulin and Karuna Tharmananthar.

COU342: Declarations of Interests by Parish Councillors.

NONE
COU 343: Minutes of the Meeting of Full Council held 26th January 2009.

Resolved: to accept and sign the minutes as a true record.
COU344:  Exempt session
Proposed: that agenda item 12 was identified for exempt session and this item was moved and viewed after agenda item 15.

RESOLVED; that agenda item 12 was reviewed in an exempt session after agenda item 15. 
COU 345: Finance – to authorize payments, note receipts and petty cash payments

 Resolved: To authorise payments, to note receipts and petty cash payments from 13th January – 9th February 2009. (Annex 1)

COU 346: To Consider Affordable Housing.
The Parish Council discussed the points raised by the Housing Development Managers Presentation earlier in the evening. Councillors wished to take the lead in any development of exception sites for affordable housing rather than wait for the initiative to come from other organisations.  Therefore a meeting was to be arranged with the Housing Development Team at North Somerset Council and also to contact the Rural Housing Association and invite them to make a presentation to Full Council meeting.
COU347: To Consider a Request by Western Power Distribution to Fell a Lombardy poplar on Hangstones Playing Field.
The Clerk had circulated the written request from Western Power Distribution for the felling of the tree outlined in this agenda item which had a TPO and also three other trees, all four trees posed a risk to the electrical substation they are adjacent too.  
RESOLVED: to approve the felling of the three trees and the Poplar with a TPO (subject to the North Somerset tree officers approval) providing Western Power Distribution replaced the trees and plant the replacements in another suitable location.  If any damage occurred to the site during the felling of the trees this was to be repaired by Western Power Distribution.
COU348:  To Consider Representatives on the Outside Bodies 2008-09.

Resolved:  that this item be deferred until the next Full Council Meeting.

COU349: To Review Membership of Committees and Sub Committees and Appoint New Members as Required.

Councillor Graham Humphreys had previously been ex officio on all committees as he had been Vice Chairman of Council.  He advised the Council of the Committees he wished to remain on and any roles he held.
RESOLVED: that Councillor Graham Humphreys remain as Chairman of Amenities and Properties Committee and as a member of Finance and Administration and the Personnel Sub Committee. 

The conformation of Chairman David Crossman and Vice Chairman Trevor Bidwell Ford as ex officio on all Committees was also required.

RESOLVED: that Chairman David Crossman and Vice Chairman Trevor Bidwell Ford be ex officio on all the Parish Councils Committees.

COU350: To Consider Analysis of Financial Risk for the Following Projects:

i) Proposed New Burial Ground.

ii) Hangstones Re- Development.

RESOLVED:  to refer the risk assessments for the two projects to the Finance and Administration Committee. 
COU351:  To Consider Changing the Name of This Parish Council to “Yatton and Claverham Parish Council”
Councillors discussed the change of name and the impact on both Claverham and Yatton. 
Resolved: that the Parish Council supported the change of name to “Yatton and Claverham Parish Council” in principle and the Clerk was instructed to write to North Somerset Council and request that they carry out the necessary consultation. 

COU352:  To Receive the Report of the External Auditor and note a meeting of Full Council to Consider This Report on Monday February 16th 2009, (to replace the planned meeting of Amenities and Properties Committee.
A statement was made by the Clerk that the External Auditors report had been received and on their instruction the Parish Council was required to discuss the report. This was to be done at a meeting arranged for Monday 16th February 2009.
COU353:  Clerks Report.

i)  The Clerk stated the reason for the change to the location of meetings from Hangstones to Horsecastle Chapel was due to the boiler breaking down.  A repair was arranged for the end of the following week.
ii) The Clerk reiterated the arrangements for the meeting of PACT mentioned in the Police Report earlier in the meeting.

iii) A letter of consultation on changes to dog control legislation had been received and circulated to Councillors.  If members wished to submit comment please pass them to the Parish Office by 27th February 2009

iv) The Clerk advised Councillors that registering with econsult on the North Somerset website was an excellent way to keep informed of all the consultations carried out by the Council.

COU354:  Future Agenda Items.
i) Yatton and Claverham forming separate Parish Councils.

ii) To Consider Representatives on the outside bodies 2008-09 (Youth Club Management Committee and Strawberry Line Committee).

iii) To invite Yatton Junior Football Club to make a presentation on the progression of the all weather pitch and training area at Rock Road.

iv) That the Advisory Committee for Grants arranged to meet and report back to Full Council.

v) An explanation of special expenses.

vi) To invite Yatton Infant School discuss the problem of gaining places at the School.

vii)  Training for “Power to Promote Well being”.
viii) The re-establishment of committee links with Cadbury Hill groups. 

ix) Invite the Rural Housing Association to make a Presentation to Full Council.

*** At this point the Chairman suspended the meeting to allow Councillors a break prior to the next agenda item.  The meeting was then reconvened.

***All members of the public left the room.

COU356: Exempt Session - To Ratify the Appointment and Salary of the New Clerk to Yatton Parish Council.

The Clerk clarified that No9 on the Contract circulated to Councillors had stated that the Annual Leave was “subject to review” and this was no longer under review.  The salary scales and the Level at which the New Clerk was to be placed was explained by the Clerk and had been decided on the basis of the level of responsibility due to the size of the parish and the experience the individual was bringing to the position.
The new Clerk had agreed to study for the necessary qualifications to comply with the Quality Parish Status.

Resolved: to ratify the appointment and salary of the new clerk Mr. Crispin Taylor.

Councillors thanked the Clerk very much for all the work he had done for the Parish.
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