Minutes 
of the Meeting of 
Yatton Parish Council 
Monday December 8th 2008 
held at Hangstones Pavilion, Stowey Road, Yatton. 
Meeting opened: 7.37 p.m.    Meeting closed: 9.45 p.m.

Prayers were led by Prebendary John Andrews
Present: Parish Councillors: M. Blunsdon, G. Humphreys, J. Iles; R. Jenner, R. Knifton, B. Phillips, V. Wathen, J. Watson, J. Bollen, D. Crossman; W. Griggs; T. Bidwell-Ford
Also in attendance: Cllr. T. Moulin, P. Stevens, J. Andrews; M. Wilkinson; J. Bennett; T. Bird; J. Howard; B. Lowman; W. Moulin; F. Moulin.
D. Stockham sent her apologies
Public Speaking: 
J. Bennett informed the Council of the state of the pavement in Beech Road that needed re-surfacing.
J. Howard raised the issue of the Standards Board; that Chris Drury had made a statement that included unusual things; that this Council had continued to work with Chris Drury while he was under investigation. She wanted 2 things to go on the agenda – that Chris Drury had said that he had worked for the police when he hadn’t and that he had been CRB-checked when he hadn’t.
B. Lowman also spoke about the Standards Board. The issue must not be swept under the carpet and asked the Parish Council to show its support of the findings of the standards Board by resolution.

F. Moulin asked why the light was still on at the War Memorial. She also talked about the Standards Board. She wanted the Council to publically endorse the Standards Board and make a statement of regret. F. Moulin also mentioned attempts by both Councillors and Staff to protect Chris Graeme-Drury.

Ward Councillors Reports:

Cllr. T. Moulin passed on information about the Local Access Forum; quiet lanes; the plastic bag removal group (meeting at Horsecastle on January 29th, 2009) and flood protection.

Cllr. J. Iles said that the decision about calling in the Old Library application was due at Central Committee.

Matters for decision:
COU307:  Election of Chairman of the Council.

Resolved: Cllr. D. Crossman was elected Chairman of Yatton Parish Council

COU308: Chairman’s declaration of acceptance of office.

Cllr. D. Crossman signed the declaration of acceptance of office.

COU309: Election of Vice-Chairman.

Resolved: Cllr. T. Bidwell-Ford was elected Vice-Chairman of Yatton Parish Council

COU310: To receive the Vice-Chairman’s declaration of acceptance of office.
Cllr. T. Bidwell-Ford signed the declaration of acceptance of office.

COU311: Apologies for Absence. 

None

COU312: Declarations of Interests by Parish Councillors.

Prejudicial interests were declared by Cllrs. W. Griggs; J. Watson; J. Iles; R. Knifton; R. Jenner; T. Bidwell-Ford for agenda item 11:  Use of the Full Electoral Roll in the recent survey of Parishioners’ views in Claverham.
COU313:  Exempt session
No agenda item was identified for exempt session.

COU 314:  Minutes of the Meeting of Full Council held 10th November 2008.
Resolved: to accept the minutes as a true record.
COU 315: Finance  
Resolved: To authorise payments, to note receipts and petty cash payments from 5th November – 8th December 2008. (Annex 1)
COU316: Model publication scheme.

Resolved: To adopt Information Commissioner’s Office model publication scheme. (Annex 2)
COU317:  Use of the Full Electoral Roll in the recent survey of Parishoners’ views in Claverham.

Cllrs. W. Griggs; J. Watson; J. Iles; R. Knifton; R. Jenner; T. Bidwell-Ford left the meeting.

The Clerk read the following:

“In October 2008 (COU277): Cllr. R. Knifton gave a verbal update on the progress of the questionnaire to establish whether Parishioners wanted a separate Parish Council for Claverham.
I was passed a copy of the electoral register used to randomly select parishioners in Claverham whose views were to be canvassed.

I subsequently had a telephone call from Mike Jones, North Somerset’s Electoral Services Manager, to inform me that he had been contacted by a parishioner about the possible unauthorised use of the Full Electoral Register by Yatton Parish Council and that he would be investigating the consequences of this.

Later I had an email from another Parishioner who had heard a rumour that the selection method used for the Claverham survey may be using an illegal copy of the Electoral roll.

I had no option other than to pass this information on to the Police who have carried out an investigation.

The use of the Full Electoral register is tightly controlled; but it is not straightforward. As these regulations apply to Yatton Parish Councillors carrying out a survey of Claverham Ward, the following Councillors would be entitled to use the Full Electoral register for electoral purposes:

Any District Councillor

Any Parish Councillor representing the Claverham Ward.

Any Parish Councillor who does not represent Claverham may have access to the Full Electoral Roll for their own Ward, but not for Claverham.

Also any Councillor would be able to see the Full Register at the office of the  Electoral Registration Officer and make handwritten notes.

So the list was drawn up and used by some Parish Councillors who were entitled to use the data, and some who were not.

As soon as the allegation of illegality was made I was instructed to have all copies collected and destroyed.

Following the Police investigation I can make the following statement:

"The matter was referred to the Police who recognise that there has been a technical breach in the use of the electoral roll and they think that the appropriate response will be a cautionary letter from the Clerk to all Parish Councillors" “
Cllrs. W. Griggs; J. Watson; J. Iles; R. Knifton; R. Jenner; T. Bidwell-Ford returned to the meeting.

COU318: Standards Committee (Complaint Hearing) of Thursday 30th October 2008.

The Clerk to the Council gave the following advice:
Councillors will be aware that calls were made during last month’s Public Participation for a discussion about the Complaint against Chris Graeme-Drury, former member of Yatton Town Council in accordance with regulations under Section 66 of the Local Government Act 2000 regarding the Local Determination of Complaints. Councillors will also be aware that the Standards Committee made a recommendation regarding Yatton Parish Council.

In addition to the comments made in Public participation I have had further communication by email from one of the parishioners; and an email from a third parishioner.

This Parish Council is bound by the Code of Conduct and findings of the Standards Committee. It does not need to endorse them by resolution.

The Standards committee hearing is indeed an agenda item but only as far as it applies to the recommendation for Yatton Parish Council.

Discussions relating to the complaint against Mr. Graeme-Drury are a private matter about an individual who is no longer a member of the Parish Council. It is not appropriate to discuss those aspects of the Standards Committee’s findings that relate to Mr. Graeme-Drury’s personal conduct.

However this meeting must address the recommendation of the Standards Committee that:
Yatton Parish Council resolve to review their processes, in particular, the need for clear job descriptions and/or terms of reference for any specific posts they may designate to carry out the Council’s business.

Proposed: Yatton Parish Council resolve to review their processes, in particular, the need for clear job descriptions and/or terms of reference for any specific posts they may designate to carry out the Council’s business.

Cllr. J.Iles said that it was unfortunate that Council was moving straight to a proposition and Cllr. B. Phillips said that he would also have liked some discussion.
Resolved: Yatton Parish Council resolve to review their processes, in particular, the need for clear job descriptions and/or terms of reference for any specific posts they may designate to carry out the Council’s business.

COU319: Ratification of the appointment of the Clerk to Yatton Parish Council.

The Clerk said that this year’s parish Council could learn the following lessons form a review of the appointment process followed during December 2007and January 2008:

· To review the autonomy of Committees and Sub-committees to ensure some central oversight.
· That Councillors bear a collective responsibility for ensuring that due process is followed.
· The Chairman of any Committee or Sub-Committee is responsible for ensuring that effective and lawful decisions are taken at meetings of the council – the Clerk’s role is advisory.

· In December 2007 the Parish Council attempted to operate without a Clerk. In addition to the steps already taken to cover the Clerk’s absence it is suggested that the Parish Council creates the position of unpaid clerk that could be occupied in emergencies by a Parish Councillor by resolution – at the moment it is illegal for any Yatton Parish Councillor to cover the Clerk’s absence as Councillors cannot cover a paid position even if you receive no remuneration.

The comments were noted by the Chairman.

Resolved: to ratify the letter sent on February 25th 2008 to Richard Baker offering him the post of Clerk to Yatton Parish Council.
COU320: Working practices of Yatton Parish Council, including delegation to the Clerk and pattern of meetings.

Resolved: To set up an advisory committee to review committee structure and working practices, including structure of agendas; schedule of meetings and delegation to the Clerk; to report back to full Council in February 2009. The advisory committee will consist of Cllrs. J. Iles; J. Watson; V. Wathen; T. Bidwell-Ford; D. Crossman.
COU321: Committee and sub-committee meetings for January and February 2009.

Resolved: 

January 12th: Special Budget meeting

January 26th: Full Council

February 2nd: Finance, Personnel and Administration

February 9th: Full Council

February 16th: Amenities and Properties

February 23rd: PECS 

March 9th: Full Council – to receive report from Working Practices Advisory Cttee
COU322: To appoint a representative on Yatton United Charities.

Resolved: Cllr.  W. Griggs was appointed to the Yatton United Charities.

COU323: Budget for the Financial Year ending March 31st 2010.

The Clerk presented the proposed budget (Annex 3)

Resolved: To adopt in principle the structure of the proposed budget and recommend its acceptance by Full Council
Resolved: To ask full Council to consider the proposed level of expenditure, with any changes to be reviewed by the Clerk, Chairman of Full Council and chairman of the Finance Committee by December 19th 2008.
Resolved: To recommend the final budget is adopted at a meeting of full Council on January 12th 2009.

FOR INFORMATION ONLY
COU324: Report of the meeting of the Personnel Sub-Committee held on December 1st 2008.

Meeting of the Personnel Sub-Committee, 1st December 2008.

The Clerk’s satisfactory completion of his probationary period was noted.

That all staff other than the Clerk to Yatton parish council go onto the North Somerset salary Structure, backdated to April 1st 2008.

That the appropriate point of the salary scale will be determined by a job evaluation carried out by North Somerset council

That holiday entitlement will be the same as for North Somerset Staff, with other conditions of employment to be discussed at a future meeting

That the Clerk’s request to reduce his hours to 14 per week is accepted, with the flexibility to be employed for additional hours to be agreed with the Chairman

That the process for recruiting a new full Time Clerk is begun and a minuting clerk is recruited from the end of December 2008 until initially the end of February 2009.
COU325: Clerk’s Report, to include a report on the proposal for a new burial ground.

Meeting with District councillors, Officers of North Somerset District Council, Yatton Parish councillors and the Clerk on the 28th November 2008 to discuss the proposed new burial ground

The survey conducted by Integrale is positive enough for the site to be further investigated.

The next steps are: the Clerk and Richard Bull to meet the Environment Agency to explore the suitability of the site

The Clerk, Mandy Bishop and Martin O’Neill to prepare a report to be submitted to North Somerset District Council and Yatton Parish Council for consideration in determining how the proposal should be progressed; Yatton Parish council to consider the proposal at the end of January 2009.

The Clerk also circulated correspondence: (Annex 4)


COU326: To Consider Future Agenda Items

Extraordinary meeting to consider the external Auditor’s report[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
