Minutes 
of the Meeting of 
Yatton Parish Council 
Monday 20 April 2009 
held at Hangstones Pavilion, Stowey Road Yatton. 
Meeting opened: 7.30 p.m.    Meeting closed: 9.15 p.m.
Present: Councillors: David Crossman (Chairman), Trevor Bidwell-Ford, Maurice Blunsdon, Wendy Griggs, Graham Humphreys, Jill Iles, Robert Jenner, Rosey Knifton, Brian Phillips, Viv Wathen and Jean Watson
Also in attendance: Clerk, North Somerset Councillor Tony Moulin, John Bennett, Pat Stevens.
Public Participation:
Questions from members of the public
Pat Stevens referred to Agenda item 13 (visit to Box pavilion) and asked whether there had been a definite decision to build a new pavilion. The Chairman replied that all options were still under review.

John Bennett asked if the Council was aware of the Local Involvement Network (LINk) which had an office in Yatton and dealt with local concerns about the National Health Service. The Chairman replied that the Clerk would report on this later in the meeting.
North Somerset Councillors’ Reports.
Tony Moulin reported:

· The Children’s Centre was now fully staffed and there would be an Open Day on 1 July between 9 and 1.
· North Somerset Council had been asked to comment on the Severn barrage.
· The new waste management contract would start in March or April 2010. There was a possibility of separate collection of food waste.
· On Bristol International Airport (BIA) there would be a chance for special groups such as the Parish Councils Airport Association to address North Somerset Council on 15 May.
· The existing internal drainage boards may be amalgamated.
· A recent fundraising event for the Strawberry Line Café Project raised over £500
Jill Iles reported:
· The BIA planning application would be considered by both South Area and Central Area
· There would be a Section 106 Working Party meeting on 24 April

Jill asked for her thanks to be passed on to Paul Smart and Ginny Smith (North Somerset Area Officers) for their hard work.

Police Report
No report
Matters for decision
COU382: Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from Jane Bollen.
COU383: Declarations of Interests
None

COU384: Minutes of the meeting held on 9 March 2009. 


The minutes of the meeting held on 9 March 2009 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
COU385: Finance
Payments were authorised and receipts and petty cash payments noted (Annex 1).
The high cost of street lighting was noted.

Jean Watson reported that the balance of the Parish Plan had been handed over to the properly constituted steering group.
COU386: Options for redevelopment of Hangstones Pavilion

Members noted the options requirements specification drawn up by the Hangstones advisory committee

RESOLVED that the Clerk be authorised to seek quotations from three quantity surveyors for the options set out in the requirements specification.

The Council thanked the Hangstones advisory committee, and its Chairman Robert Jenner in particular, for their hard work.
COU387: North Somerset Council’s proposals for traffic surveys in High Street, Yatton
Members noted North Somerset Council’s plans for a safety survey of High Street, Yatton, and for a separate usage survey to consider the need for a pedestrian crossing near 130 High Street. Members noted that the Clerk would be meeting the engineer conducting the usage survey on Thursday 23 April.

Members emphasised that any usage survey must be conducted over representative periods of the day and year, including school terms and rush hours.

Members also discussed a possible lowering of the speed limit. This might actually help to improve traffic flow. Members referred to the large number of lorries using High Street, and to the need for pedestrian crossings to be adequately signed.

RESOLVED that North Somerset council’s plans be noted.
COU388: Committee structure and terms of reference for 2009/10

Members considered a report from the Clerk, including draft revised terms of reference (Annex 2).
RESOLVED that the report be approved and that the draft terms of reference be adopted, without amendment, for the appointment of committees at the Annual Meeting of the Council on 11 May 2009.
COU389: Schedule of Full Council meetings for 2009/10

Members considered a report from the Clerk (Annex 3).

In discussion some members were concerned that Full Council meetings every other month might slow down decision-making on major issues. Others considered that meetings every other month would give committees more opportunity to report effectively to Council. Members considered that in the past matters had been considered at Full Council which could properly have been decided by committees. Members also emphasised the need for regular reports by committees to Full Council.

RESOLVED, by 8 votes to 3, that the schedule of meetings set out in paragraph 3 of the Clerk’s report (broadly speaking, meetings every other month) be adopted, and that the frequency of Full Council meetings be considered again at the meeting on 8 March 2010.

RESOLVED  that the Full Council meeting in July be on 20 July in view of the Clerk’s prior commitment.
COU390: Revision of financial regulations
RESOLVED that the Clerk be authorised to incur expenditure provided that:

· the amount does not exceed £500
· the expenditure is within budgetary provision

· the expenditure is in accordance with existing Council policy

· the Chair of the appropriate committee is consulted before any expenditure is incurred

· any such expenditure is reported to the next meeting of the committee.

The Clerk mentioned that he would expect to use this power for minor repairs and maintenance which did not fall within the existing power to incur expenditure urgently required on health and safety grounds.

COU391: Review of the Council’s systems of internal control

Members considered a report from the Clerk, including a draft statement of internal control for the year ended 31 March 2009 (Annex 4).
RESOLVED that the Council note the results of the review of the Council’s systems of internal control and that the draft statement on statement on internal control for the year ended 31 March 2009 be approved and adopted.
COU392: Revised Travel and Subsistence Scheme for Councillors

Members considered a report from the Clerk, including a draft revised Travel and Subsistence Scheme (Annex 5). Members noted that the Scheme was the same as that for North Somerset councillors, which was in turn the same as that for North Somerset officers.

RESOLVED that the draft scheme be approved and adopted.

Members expressed concern that parish councillors (unlike district councillors) were unable to claim Dependant Carer’s Allowance and that this might prevent residents from offering themselves as parish councillors. It was agreed to discuss this at a future meeting.
COU393: Visit by members and the Clerk to Box (near Chippenham) to inspect the new sports pavilion

Robert Jenner explained that Box Parish Council had constructed a new sports pavilion for around £350,000 and members would be interested in the nature of the pavilion and how the costs had been kept low.
RESOLVED that the visit be authorised as an approved duty and that Robert Jenner, Brian Phillips and (if available) Rosey Knifton be appointed to visit Box pavilion.
COU394: Request for a letter expressing the Council’s support for the Strawberry Line Café Project

Members considered a request from the Strawberry Line Café Project Management Committee for the Council to write and express its support (Annex 5). Members noted that the Council had supported the project financially.
RESOLVED that the Clerk be authorised to write and express the Council’s support for the project.
COU395:  Loss of the Heritage Environment Record post in North Somerset

Members considered a request from Yatton, Congresbury, Claverham & Cleeve Archaeological Research Team (YCCART) for the Council to write to North Somerset Council expressing concern about the loss of the Heritage Environment Record post (Annex 6).
Members considered that this was important work that should be continued.

RESOLVED that the Clerk be authorised to write to North Somerset Council as requested.

COU396: Annual Parish Meeting

RESOLVED that the Annual Parish Meeting be convened for Wednesday 20 May at 7 p.m. (not 7.30 p.m. as stated in the Agenda) in Horsecastle Chapel

COU397: Clerk’s Report
Sundry correspondence for information, including:

(1) Strawberry Line Management Committee agenda, 22 April 2009

(2) Yatton Village Hall Management Committee agenda, Thursday 24 (must mean 23) April 2009

(3) Community Drug Misuse Forum, Consultation on Alcohol, Children & Young People and notice of next meeting, Friday 15 May at 1.30

(4) Voluntary Action North Somerset In-Step Network Meeting: John Penrose MP on ‘The Conservative Party Vision for the Voluntary & Community Sector’, Friday 5 June at 2 p.m.

(5) Letter from North Somerset Council re Ashton Vale to Temple Meads and Bristol City Centre Rapid Transit Scheme

(6) Questionnaire re North Somerset Local Involvement Network (NHS)
To be passed to Jane Bollen
(7) Invitation to compete in Calor Village of the Year competition
To be considered for next year, perhaps with a speaker from Congresbury Parish Council.
(8) Yatton Parish Council is invited to be represented at the Infant School Carnival, Saturday 20 June, 2.30-6
Clerk to arrange for a rota of councillors
(9) Yatton Junior Football Club would like a councillor on their project subcommittee
Graham Humphries volunteered.
(10) James Field, Avon Wildlife Trust, will be carrying out a wildlife survey at Moor Street Bow


Clerk to ask James to wait until David Crossman is available.

COU398:  Future Agenda Items
(1) Dependant carer’s allowance for parish councillors.

(2) Future management of Cadbury Hill.


(3) Management of street lights.[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
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