Minutes
of a Meeting of 
Yatton Parish Council
Monday 8 June 2009 
held at Hangstones Pavilion
Meeting opened: 7.50 p.m.    Meeting closed: 10 p.m.
Present: Councillors: David Crossman (Chairman), Trevor Bidwell-Ford, Jane Bollen, Maurice Blunsdon, Wendy Griggs, Graham Humphreys, Jill Iles, Robert Jenner, Rosey Knifton, Brian Phillips, Viv Wathen and Jean Watson
Also in attendance: Clerk, Karuna Tharmananthar (North Somerset Parish Liaison Officer), Ginny Smith (North Somerset Area Officer). Peter Cresswell, Charlie Clarke, Colin Forse, Ian Payne, Doris Sotckham
Presentation by North Somerset Local Involvement Network (LINk)
Georgie Bigg introduced herself as Chair of North Somerset LINk, and introduced Mike Vousden as Project Manager. LINks were set up in each local authority area to deal with all aspects of health and social care: hospitals, GPs, social services, care homes, &c. LINks had the opportunity to influence health and social care service providers and also legal powers to hold them to account.

North Somerset LINk had 124 members and 382 ‘participants’ who received information about LINk’s work. LINk was governed by a Committee. There was a support team, headed by Mike, who were based at 23 High Street, Yatton. LINk was funded by central Government, and was just beginning the second financial year of its 3-year funding. North Somerset LINk had recently carried out a survey to determine priorities for health and social care services, and the results would be published shortly. Following this LINk would devise a work plan, strengthen its working groups and contribute to consultations. A website would be launched this week. Georgie urged people to become active members of LINk.
Following questions the Chairman thanked Georgie for her presentation.
Public Participation

North Somerset Councillor’s report
Jill Iles reported on the section 106 Working Party. There was now an action plan to ensure greater involvement by elected members and parish councils. This would mean that in future elected members and parish councils would have greater opportunity to contribute at an early stage of negotiations. Jill warned that some councils such as Bristol were now waiving section 106 agreements in order to encourage development
Questions and statements from members of the public
Doris Stockham thanked the Council for its generous gift of a bouquet of flowers at the Annual Parish Meeting.
Colin Forse asked if vegetation on the footpath between Derham Park and Elborough Avenue could be cut back.



______________________________

Matters for decision
COU419: Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from North Somerset Councillor Tony Moulin.
COU420: Declarations of interests by Parish Councillors
Graham Humphreys declared a personal and prejudicial interest as a result of his business interests in Agenda item 8 (new Burial Ground).

Wendy Griggs declared a personal and prejudicial interest, as Treasurer of Yatton Youth Club, in Agenda item 11 (sub-lease to Yatton Youth Club).
COU421: Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Council held on 11 May 2009
The Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 11 May 2009 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
The Clerk reported that the Chairman had made his Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

The Clerk also reported that Yatton Library were reluctant to stock hard copies of Parish Council minutes. He emphasised that the minutes on the website were now up do date and that staff in the Parish Office were always happy to print off copies of minutes.

COU422: Exclusion of the press and public
RESOLVED that the press and public be excluded for Agenda item 12 (costings for the redevelopment of Hangstones pavilion) on the grounds that its consideration may involve disclosure of information exempt under paragraph 3 of Schedule 12A Local Government Act 1972 (information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person)
COU423: Finance
Payments were authorised and receipts and petty cash payments noted (Annex 1).
Members asked for the matting at Broadcroft to be checked, and for copies of the Round Yatton Walks leaflets to be placed in the post office, doctor’s surgery, newsagents, &c.
COU424: Annual Accounts and Annual Governance Statement for the year ended 31 March 2009
Members noted that because of software problems the prior year figures for expenditure on the Income & Expenditure Account were in manuscript. Current year figures were not affected and neither were the totals transferred to the statutory Annual Return.

RESOLVED that the Annual Accounts and Annual Governance Statement for the year ended 31 March 2009 be approved.

The Chairman signed the statutory Statement of Accounts, the Annual Governance Statement and the Balance Sheet and initialled the manuscript figures.

Members thanked the Clerk and Wendy Bentley (Finance Assistant) for their work on the Annual Accounts.
COU425: Annual Report for the year ended 31 March 2009.
RESOLVED that the Annual Report of Yatton Parish Council for the year ended 31 March 2009 be approved
COU426: Report from the Burial Ground Advisory Committee
Graham Humphreys, having declared a personal and prejudicial interest, left the room.
Members considered a report from the Burial Ground Advisory Committee, as follows:

‘The Burial Ground Advisory Committee has met officers of North Somerset Council (NSC) to discuss a site for a new Burial Ground at Land Farm off Mendip Road on land owned by NSC. NSC will not sell the land to the Parish Council but is prepared to develop the site (if finance is available) in partnership with the Parish Council. The Advisory Committee noted that 80% of funerals are now cremations so that only a small part of the site will be required for burials. Accordingly the Advisory Committee recommends that:

(a) Yatton Parish Council work in partnership with NSC to lease land at Land Farm from NSC at a peppercorn rent and develop part of it as a new Burial Ground with (if available) capital finance from North Somerset Council;

(b) consideration should be given to using part of the site for additional allotments:

(c) there should be full consultation with local residents before any decisions on development of the site are taken;

(d) Minute COU337, so far as it was resolved ‘not to pursue the option of a jointly managed facility with North Somerset Council’, be rescinded.’
The Clerk advised that it was not possible to rescind minute COU337, which was passed on 26 January 2009, until 26 July 2009.

In discussion members questioned the likelihood of capital finance being available from North Somerset Council, and also questioned whether North Somerset Council would permit any of the site to be used for allotments. Members felt that if North Somerset Council had a need for burial facilities then funding those facilities should be a priority for North Somerset Council.

Members expressed thanks to the Burial Ground Advisory Committee

RESOLVED that the Clerk clarify whether North Somerset Council will permit any of the site to be used for allotments.

RESOLVED that a special meeting of the Council be held on Monday 27 July at 7.30 p.m. in Hangstones Pavilion, for the purpose of further considering the recommendations of the Burial Ground Advisory Committee.

Graham Humphreys returned to the room.

COU427: Consultation on the proposed Post Office service in Claverham
Members considered a letter from the Post Office concerning the restoration of Post Office services in Claverham and inviting comments.

RESOLVED that the Clerk respond as follows:

· Yatton Parish Council welcomes the restoration of Post Office services in Claverham but has some concerns

· The use of the Village Hall entrance on Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings interferes with other uses of the Hall

· If the Village Hall is to be used it should be in the afternoons

· If services can only be available in the mornings then the Free Church, or perhaps the skittle alley, would be a better site

· Despite the statement in the Post Office letter there is no hearing loop in the area where services are provided

· The Parish Council would like to know what consultation was carried out with potential users before the start of services.

COU428: Membership of the Parish Council
The Clerk reported that a resident had expressed interest in being co-opted to the Parish Council.

RESOLVED in accordance with the Council’s procedure that the applicant be invited to meet the Personnel Sub-Committee, and that the Personnel Sub-Committee report to the next meeting of the Council.
COU429: Sub-lease from the Parish Council to Yatton Youth Club
Wendy Griggs, having declared a personal and prejudicial interest, left the room.

The Clerk reported that North Somerset Council were happy in principle to proceed with a sub-lease by way of a deed of variation to the existing lease from North Somerset Council to Yatton Parish Council as custodian trustees. North Somerset Council required the Parish Council to pay all its costs.

Members expressed concern that this might give rise to an open-ended liability for costs.

RESOLVED that the Clerk be authorised to instruct the Parish Council’s solicitors to proceed, but that North Somerset Council’s costs be monitored.

Wendy Griggs returned to the room.

(Members agreed to consider Matters for Information next.)
Matters for information
COU430: Annual General Meeting of the North Somerset Group of Avon Local Councils Association, Thursday 11 June 2009
Noted. Trevor Bidwell-Ford will attend

COU431: Avon & Somerset Policing Plan and Policing Pledge
Noted. Members asked if PCSOs could attend Full Council meetings if PC Phil Kinsella was unavailable. Members also thanked the PCSOs for their attendance at the Broadcroft site meeting.
COU432: Draft Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 20 May 2009

Noted
COU433: Clerk’s Report
Sundry correspondence for information:

(1) Thank-you card from Doris Stockham

(2) Councillors’ rota for Yatton Infants School carnival, Saturday 20 June

(3) Press Release from PACT: National Poop Scoop Week

(4) AGM of Fields in Trust (National Playing Fields Association), Wednesday 17 June, 2.40 p.m., Kenilworth, Warwickshire

(5) Minutes of Airport Consultative Committee, 29 April

(6) Minutes of Strawberry Line Management Committee, 22 April

(7) Severn Estuary Partnership newsletter
The Clerk also asked for photographs of Yatton and Claverham for uploading to the new website.
The press and public left the meeting.
Matters for decision
COU434: Through-life costings for the options for the redevelopment of Hangstones pavilion
Members considered three fee proposals that had been submitted for through-life costings for the options for the redevelopment of Hangstones pavilion.

RESOLVED that the proposal by Hills, of £4450 for costings, £1700 for architectural services and up to £1000 for the preparation of a plan, be accepted.
__________________________________


___/___/2009
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