Minutes
of a Meeting of 
Yatton Parish Council
Monday 20 July 2009 
held at Hangstones Pavilion
Meeting opened: 7.30 p.m.    Meeting closed: 9.30 p.m.
Present: Councillors: David Crossman (Chairman), Trevor Bidwell-Ford, Jane Bollen, Maurice Blunsdon, Wendy Griggs, Graham Humphreys, Robert Jenner, Rosey Knifton, Brian Phillips, Viv Wathen and Jean Watson, and (from Agenda item 7 onwards) Clare Bessant, Susan Morris and Ian Payne
In attendance: Clerk, North Somerset Councillor Tony Moulin and 9 members of the press and public
Prayers were led by Rev. Ian Hubbard.
Public Participation

Questions and statements from members of the public
Rhianna Prys Owen referred to Agenda item 11 (use of Hangstones pavilion. She suggested a trial period of use by different groups and different generations, to establish whether there was a demand for use.
Pat Stevens asked if attachments to the agenda could be made available to the public in advance of the meeting. The Chairman agreed to arrange for this.

Juley Howard asked about the money set aside by the Parish Council for road safety. The Clerk confirmed that there was an earmarked reserve of £10,000 and also provision of £10,000 in the current year[‘s budget.

North Somerset Councillor’s report

Tony Moulin reported:

(1) Tony is the Parish Council’s link on the Local Access Forum. The Forum has been considering a Walking & Cycling Strategy and a Horseriding Strategy and will also be considering proposals for Quiet Lanes.

(2) The Regional Spatial Strategy has been put on hold, awaiting a judicial review and a Government decision expected in October. However the Government Office for the South West has stated that the draft RSS is indicative of the approach local authorities should be taking.
(3) Tony referred to the draft briefing on a pedestrian crossing near 130 High Street, Yatton, and suggested that new development might increase the footfall.

(4) The Strawberry Line project officer is moving to a new job and management arrangements need to be considered.

(5) With regard to the airport planning application the Parish Council might want to suggest appropriate conditions, for example a cap on night flights.


______________________________

Matters for decision
COU435: Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Jill Iles.
COU436: Declarations of interests by Parish Councillors
None
COU437: Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 8 June 2009
The Minutes of the meeting held on 8 June 2009 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
COU438: Exclusion of the press and public
RESOLVED that the press and public be excluded for Agenda item 13 (quotes for providing the Christmas lights) on the grounds that its consideration may involve disclosure of information exempt under paragraph 3 of Schedule 12A Local Government Act 1972 (information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person)
COU439: Finance
Payments were authorised and receipts and petty cash payments noted (Annex 1).
COU440: Membership of the Parish Council
David Crossman, on behalf of the Personnel Sub-committee, reported that the Sub-committee had met four candidates and recommended three of them for co-option. The fourth candidate was not considered ready for membership at present. The candidates’ application forms were available to members.

RESOLVED that the following be co-opted onto the Parish Council:

To fill vacancies in South Ward: 

Susan Morris

Ian Arthur Payne
To fill a vacancy in Horsecastle Ward: 

Clare Patricia Bessant
Clare Bessant, Susan Morris and Ian Payne made their Declarations of Acceptance of Office and took their seats as members of the Council.
COU441: Community Governance Review Stage 2
The Clerk reminded the Council that it had already asked North Somerset Council to consult on changing the name of the Council to ‘Yatton & Claverham Parish Council’. It was open to the Council, as an alternative, to submit a proposal asking North Somerset Council to consult on separate parish councils for Yatton and Claverham. However it was also open to individuals or groups to submit such a proposal.

RESOLVED that no further action be taken by the Council beyond reaffirming its request for consultation on a change of name.
COU442: Renewal of the Cordon Sanitaire contract for water monitoring at Hangstones Pavilion.

RESOLVED that this contract be renewed for three years at a cost of £922 + VAT per year.

The Clerk also referred to the need for the water tanks to be chlorinated at a cost of £400 + VAT
COU443: Removal of the horse chestnut tree in the Rock Road car park at the request of Yatton Junior Football Club
RESOLVED that permission be given for the removal of the tree subject to the following conditions:

(1) removal to be at the Club’s expense;

(2) the tree to be replaced by one of reasonable maturity

(3) removal not to take place until it is certain that the Club’s project will go ahead 
COU444: Request from PACT for survey on the need for bus services at North End
RESOLVED that the Parish Council support such a survey, but suggests in the first instance that a public meeting be convened jointly with PACT in Horsecastle Chapel in September
COU445: Letter from PACT concerning use of Hangstones
The Chairman suspended standing orders to allow members of PACT to comment further on the proposals. The pavilion would be staffed by volunteers and would be open to anyone, for example young people or parents of children using the play pod. Some sessions might be during the day and some in the evening.

There was discussion of whether Yatton Youth Club might use the pavilion but it appeared that the Youth Club would only do so if it had a room to itself.
RESOLVED that in principle the Parish Council supports the use of Hangstones pavilion by non-formal groups, supervised by volunteers, at no charge, subject to the following conditions:
(1) Clerk to confirm insurance cover;

(2) the sessions will not be supervised or managed by the Parish Council;

(3) the Council to review the scheme after six months.

RESOLVED to ask the Amenities & Properties Committee to consider the charging policy for Hangstones pavilion.

COU446: Annual General Meeting of Avon Local Councils Association on Wednesday 23 September 2009
RESOLVED that Trevor Bidwell-Ford and Jane Bollen represent the Council.
(It was agreed to take Agenda item 13 (quotes for providing Christmas lights) at the end of the meeting.)
Matters for information
COU447: Annual General Meeting of the North Somerset Group of Avon Local Councils Association, Thursday 11 June 2009
Trevor Bidwell-Ford reported that he had been elected Vice-Chairman of the North Somerset group.
COU448: Report on the work of the Amenities & Properties Committee (Annex 2, part 1)
Noted
COU449: Report on the work of the Finance, Personnel & Administration Committee (Annex 2, part 2)
COU450: Clerk’s Report
Sundry correspondence for information:

(1) Letter from Yatton & District Horticultural Society advising that Bert French, 100 years old, will present the prizes at the Allotments Competition on 8 August.
(2) Letter from Post Office confirming final details of service in Claverham.

(3) Letter from North Somerset Council confirming deletion of Historic Environment Record Officer post

(4) Letter from North Somerset Council to residents giving details of Mendip Road works.

(5) Letter from North Somerset Council confirming that weight limit on the A368 will be made permanent.

(6) Draft briefing to North Somerset Executive Member on the proposal for a pedestrian crossing near 130 High Street.

COU451: Future agenda items
(1) Draft briefing to North Somerset Executive Member on the proposal for a pedestrian crossing near 130 High Street (to be considered at special meeting on 27 July).

(2) Publication of councillors’ details
The press and public left the meeting.
Matters for decision
COU452: Quotes for providing the Christmas lights
Members considered three quotes.

RESOLVED that the quote by WRS Alarms, in the total sum of £4589, be accepted.
__________________________________


___/___/2009
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