Minutes

of the Meeting of
Yatton Parish Council

Monday 8th September 2008
held at Hangstones Pavilion, Stowey Road, Yatton.

Meeting Commenced: 7.37 p.m.

Meeting Concluded: 10.09 p.m.
Present: Parish Councillors: T. Bidwell-Ford, M. Blunsdon, D. Crossman, W. Griggs; G. Humphreys, J. Iles; R. Jenner, R. Knifton, K. Lee-Bapty (Chairman), V. Wathen, J. Watson
Also in attendance: Cllr. T. Moulin, D. Stockham, P. Stevens
The Chairman, Cllr. K. Lee-Bapty, opened the meeting by welcoming everybody in attendance. 
Prayers were led by the Rev. Barry Bishop.
Public Participation: D. Stockham congratulated North Somerset Council on the new road and pavement on Claverham Road and mentioned that the light on the crossing outside Somerfield is out.
P. Stevens asked for an independent assessment as to whether it is possible to layer the hedge at Hangstones.

Ward Councillors’ reports

Cllr. T. Moulin informed the Council about the supported services review; concern about the removal of the post box in Claverham and drains on Stowey Road; discussions about Hangstones with PC Kinsella and Zero Waste Challenge Week Sept. 29th – October 5th 2008.
Cllr. J. Iles informed the Council about the area officer’s monthly report; that she had contacted the area officer about flooding at Streamcross; the installation of reflector lights on the B3133; the Frost Hill consultation; that a draft guidance note on new housing is pending; that provision of out door seating at cafes was being reviewed.
Cllr. D. Crossman also reported flooding issues affecting access to Claverham and asked for it to be referred to PECS as a future agenda item.

Police report
PC P. Kinsella was unable to attend
COU 240
1. Apologies for Absence (to approve reasons where necessary).

Resolved: To accept apologies – Cllrs. B. Phillips and J. Bollen.

COU 241
2. Declarations of Interests by Parish Councillors.

Resolved: To receive declarations of interest - none
COU 242
3. To approve and sign the minutes of of the meeting held on 14th July 2008. 

Resolved: To accept minutes of the last meeting subject to minor amendment.

COU 243
4. Finance  

i. To authorise payments, to note receipts and petty cash payments.
Resolved: to authorize payments and note receipts for the period July 18th – September 8th 2008. (Annex 1)
COU 244
5. Chairman’s Report

This had been previously circulated (Annex 2). Cllr. J. Iles and Cllr. K. Lee-Bapty will represent the Parish Council at the Remembrance Day Service.
COU 245
6. Clerk’s Report

This had been previously circulated (Annex 3)

COU 246
7. To receive resolutions from the meeting of the Amenities and Property Management Committee held on September 1st 2008.
These had been previously circulated (Annex 4)
COU 247
8. To receive a written report from the Claverham Advisory Committee and consider its recommendations.
These had been previously circulated (Annex 5)
Resolved: to accept the report; to agree that views should be canvassed as outlined; that the results should be reported back to Full Council as soon as possible.
The questionnaire will be circulated by Cllrs R. Knifton; J. Watson; R. Jenner and T. Bidwell-Ford.
COU 248
9. To consider a response to North Somerset District Council’s Review of Parish structures:
The Clerk presented correspondence between the previous Clerk and North Somerset in 2007 about reducing the number of Parish Councillors (Annex 6).
Resolved: In response to North Somerset District Council’s Review of Parish structures to reduce the number of Councillors from 21 to 18 as previously resolved.

Action: Clerk
Resolved: In response to North Somerset District Council’s Review of Parish structures to ask North Somerset to allow us to make a late response about a boundary review.

Action: Clerk
Councillors were reminded that any proposal for change had to be supported by demonstrable evidence.
COU 249
10. To consider a response to the Secretary of State’s proposed changes to the Draft Regional Spatial Strategy.

Resolved: In response to the Secretary of State’s proposed changes to the Draft Regional Spatial Strategy to set up a working party to identify key proposals and relevance to the Council.

Resolved: In response to the Secretary of State’s proposed changes to the Draft Regional Spatial Strategy to set up a working party to identify key proposals and relevance to the Council with the following members: Cllrs. T. Bidwell-Ford, K. Lee-Bapty, R. Knifton.

Action: Cllrs. T. Bidwell-Ford, K. Lee-Bapty, R. Knifton.

COU 250
11. To consider the expected Report of the External Auditor for the financial year ended March 31st 2008.

This item was deferred to the next meeting as the report had not been received.

COU 251
12. Hangstones redevelopment
a. to consider setting a budget for the financial year ending March 31st 2009 for the redevelopment of Hangstones playing fields and pavilion

b. to consider earmarking reserves for the financial year ending March 31st 2009 for the redevelopment of Hangstones playing fields and pavilion

c. to consider commissioning a condition report on Hangstones Pavilion to ensure that the Parish Council is fulfilling its duty of care.

(Power to provide and equip buildings for use of clubs having athletic, social or recreational objectives; Power to provide buildings for public meetings and assemblies).
Resolved: In consideration of  Hangstones redevelopment to defer the following agenda items until the meeting of Full Council on September 29th:
a. to consider setting a budget for the financial year ending March 31st 2009 for the redevelopment of Hangstones playing fields and pavilion

b. to consider earmarking reserves for the financial year ending March 31st 2009 for the redevelopment of Hangstones playing fields and pavilion

c. to consider commissioning a condition report on Hangstones Pavilion to ensure that the Parish Council is fulfilling its duty of care.

Action: Clerk
COU 252
13. To consider commissioning a survey to determine the suitability of land at the proposed new burial site.

(Power to acquire and maintain, Power to provide, Power to agree to maintain monuments and memorials, Power to contribute towards expenses of cemeteries).

Resolved: To instruct the Clerk to commission a survey to determine the suitability of land at the proposed new burial site

Action: Clerk
Resolved: To suspend Financial Regulations to instruct the Clerk to approach the previous contractor to carry out a survey to determine the suitability of land at the proposed new burial site
Action: Clerk
COU 253
14. To receive a written report from the Parish Plan Steering Group and consider any recommendations.
(Power to incur expenditure for certain purposes).

A written report was circulated by Cllr. J. Watson
COU 254
15. To consider the recruitment of new councillors.

Actions taken to date were noted – advertisements on the Parish Noticeboards and the Parish Council newsletter.

COU 255
16. To consider a temporary arrangement for covering the post of Proper Officer.
Resolved: To put in place a temporary arrangement, pending the result of staff job evaluations, for Aleana Baird to act as the Council’s Proper Officer (excluding the role of Responsible Financial Officer) should the Clerk to the Council be absent.

COU 256
17. To consider a Parish Council representative on the Durban Trust.

Resolved: To recommend Cllr. T. Bidwell-Ford to act as Parish Council representative on the Durban Trust.

COU 257
18. To receive information about the launch of the Car Club.

(Powers in relation to car-sharing schemes, taxi fare concessions and information about transport)

Councillors were invited to the Yatton and Claverham launches of the Car Club.

COU 258
19. To receive quotations and consider placing a contract for the provision of Christmas lights
(Power to encourage visitors; Provision of entertainment).

Resolved: That the press, public and officers not required by the members be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the above item of business on the grounds that its consideration will involve disclosure of exempt information as defined in Section 100A (2) of the Local Government Act 1972.
Resolved: To place a contract for the provision of Christmas lights with WRS Alarms to be reviewed in 12 months.
Action: Aleana Baird
COU 259
20. To receive a report from the Clerk to the Council on discussions to purchase fields adjacent to Hangstones Playing Field and determine future actions.

(Power to acquire by agreement, to appropriate, to dispose of, to accept gifts of land; Power to acquire land and maintain; Power to acquire land for or to provide public walks, pleasure grounds and open spaces and to manage and control them).
Resolved: That the press, public and officers not required by the members be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the above item of business on the grounds that its consideration will involve disclosure of exempt information as defined in Section 100A (2) of the Local Government Act 1972.
Resolved: To suspend negotiations for the purchase of fields next to Hangstones for the time being
Action: Clerk
Resolved: To invite North Somerset and potential providers to discuss with Full Council the provision affordable housing in the Parish.
Action: Clerk
COU 260
21. Future Agenda Items
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- 4 -


