Minutes 
of the Meeting of 

Yatton Parish Council 
Monday 9th June 2008 
held at Hangstones Pavilion, Stowey Road, Yatton. 

Meeting opened: 7.33 p.m.



Meeting closed: 10.03 p.m.
Present: Cllr. J. Iles, Cllr. W. Griggs, Cllr. V. Wathen, Cllr. K. Lee-Bapty, Cllr. M. Blunsdon, Cllr. R. Knifton, Cllr. J. Watson, Cllr. Jane Bollen , Cllr. B. Phillips; Cllr. D. Crossman; Cllr. G.Humphreys; Cllr. R. Jenner; Cllr. T. Bidwell-Ford
Also present: R. Baker, Clerk to Yatton Parish Council, F. Moulin, D. Pinnock, D. Stockham, K. Tharmananthar, C. Gale, N. Gale, J. Howard, P.C. Kinsella, S. Gadd
The Chairman, Cllr. K. Lee-Bapty, opened the meeting by welcoming everybody in attendance. 
Standing orders were suspended to allow Public Speaking:

Public Speaking: C. Gale, D. Stockham, D. Pinnock, J. Howard, F. Moulin and S. Gadd addressed the meeting.
D. Stockham addressed the Council. She passed on the Rev. T. Price’s support for Fair Trade Village signage and also requested:

That pavements are again swept.

Information about the re-surfacing of Claverham and Church Roads.

Action to be taken about the hazard posed to pedestrians by cyclists riding on the pavement.
D. Pinnock addressed the meeting and:


Expressed surprise that Item 5 on the agenda remained an exempt item.

Suggested that the Council might consider a paid professional taking on the role of Children’s Advocate.
J. Howard informed the Council that:

K. Richardson had made complaints to the Standards Committee about her conduct while Chairman of Yatton Parish Council. In accordance with Section 57A(2) of the Local Government Act 2000 the Assessment Panel of the Standards Committee decided that no action should be taken.

While some individuals had asked for an apology from the Council following the setting of an incorrect precept she would like a letter of thanks for the work that she had done during a very difficult period.

F. Moulin informed the Council that: 


the posts in Glebelands had temporary fixings and asked that they be removed when not in use


the hornbeam hedge is in need of attention.

F. Moulin also asked:


If the flag was going to be flown on commemorative days this year


If the circulated Draft Minutes for the meeting of Full Council on May 12th could be amended as she did not consider that she had received an apology and that recorded comments were not accurate and give a false impression.
S. Gadd asked what was being done about the situation at Broadcroft Playing Field.

Police report

P.C. Kinsella apologised for not attending recently due to other commitments. He had now re-scheduled arrangements and hoped to attend at least every other month.

Following recent complaints and rowdy behaviour at Hangstones and Broadcroft he will: hold further days of action; remind retailers of the fines that they face for selling alcohol to underage drinkers; requested the approval of the Council for the provision of a graffiti wall for which he can provide funding and resources, including an artist.

Ward Councillors’ report 
The Clerk passed on Cllr. T. Moulin’s apologies.

Cllr. J. Iles informed the Council that:

The development at Mill Farm, Kenn had been approved at the last central area Committee, with the proviso that landscaping takes place to soften its visual impact


Weberham Lane – there had been no consultation between developers and the planning office over the proposed development of 18 units; officers are mindful to approve; Cllr. Iles will monitor the situation


Highways: no date has yet been given for the re-surfacing of Church Road/Rectory Way. Work on the first 2 phases of resurfacing Claverham Road will begin at the end of July/early August.


Claverham village shop will be auctioned at the end of the month; NSC are resisting the loss of small scale shops and the purchaser must demonstrate that within 6 months of purchase they have actively sought to establish it as a retail outlet.


Both Cllr. Iles and Cllr. T. Moulin are looking into the background of an insufficiency of places at Yatton V.C. Infant School.
Prayers
The Rev. Alan Attwood accepted the invitation to lead those present in prayer.

The Chairman then re-convened standing orders at 8.08.
	COU 209
	Apologies


None

	COU 210 
	Declarations of interest


None
	COU 211 
	To approve and sign the minutes of of the meeting held on 12th May 2008.


Resolved: Cllr. V. Wathen proposed the addition of Cllr. R. Jenner and Cllr. T. Moulin to the list of attendees and that the minutes are then accepted as a true record – seconded by Cllr. R. Knifton. For 10, Against 0; Abstentions 3. 
	COU 212
	To authorise payments, to note receipts and petty cash payments


Resolved: To authorise payments, to note receipts and petty cash payments for the period 13.05.08 – 09.06.08 (Annex 1); proposed Cllr. V. Wathen, seconded Cllr. M. Blunsdon; unanimous
	COU 213
	Exempt items




Resolved: That the press, public and officers not required by the members be excluded from the meeting during consideration of agenda items 5 and 6 on the grounds that their consideration will involve disclosure of exempt information as defined in Section 100A (2) of the Local Government Act 1972. – proposed by Cllr. K. Lee-Bapty, seconded by Cllr. G. Humphreys, For 12, Against: 0, Abstentions: 1.
	COU 214
	To consider whether the Council owes any apologies to individuals as a result of publicity following the setting of an incorrect precept – Exempt Item


Resolved: Having considered all the evidence, that the Parish Council takes no further action and moves on to other Council Business.
	COU 215
	The purchase of the field adjacent to Hangstones playing field for the purpose of extending the current sports and leisure facilities – Exempt Item


Resolved: that the original cost limits are retained; that the Clerk continues the negotiation with some independent valuation expertise; and that the result of the Clerk’s negotiation has to be ratified by the Council.
A monthly update of progress will be provided to Full Council.
	COU 216
	To consider and approve issues defined in the Parish Plan




Cllr. J. Watson reminded Councillors that the Parish Plan is a dynamic document that will change; that the issues identified will help planning and budgeting; and that the provision of green burials in the new burial ground will be added to the plan.
Cllr. R. Jenner informed the Council that the Hangstones Re-Development Group were taking action on those part of the Parish Plan that relate to Hangstones

Resolved: Proposed by Cllr. J. Watson, seconded by Cllr. R. Jenner that Full Council accept the issues previously presented by the Parish Plan Steering group, with the addition of the provision of green burials – unanimous.
	COU 217
	To review Council Standing Orders


The Clerk informed Councillors that he is unable to accept the 2008 Standing Orders, (revised 11.02.2008, COU 129), due to inconsistencies between council minutes and the revised document and within the document itself (Annex 2). In addition the document is neither signed/dated nor cross-referenced with the record of decision within the minutes.
Standing Orders 2006 therefore still apply.

The Standing Orders can be looked at again when the Council reviews its structure and organisation.
	COU 218
	To consider promoting a Car Club, as discussed at the Annual Parish Meeting


Resolved: to set up an Advisory Committee to Full Council to consider promoting a car club; proposed Cllr. K. Lee-Bapty, seconded Cllr. J. Watson, For 10; Against 1; Abstentions: 2.
Resolved: the members of the Advisory Committee are Cllrs. T. Bidwell-Ford, J. Watson, R. Knifton, K. Lee-Bapty. Proposed Cllr.  K. Lee-Bapty, seconded Cllr. J. Iles, For: 10, Against: 0, Abstentions: 3

Resolved: that the Advisory Committee will investigate the possibility of setting up a Car Club and report back to Full Council as soon as possible. Proposed Cllr. K. Lee-Bapty, seconded Cllr. J. Watson, For: 10, Against: 0, Abstentions: 3
	COU 219
	The naming of the cul-de-sac off Streamcross


Resolved: that the Parish Council ask officers of North Somerset District Council to consult with residents about the naming of the cul-de-sac. Proposed Cllr. J. Watson, seconded Cllr. M. Blunsdon - unanimous
	COU 220
	Nomination of Children’s Advocate


Resolved: that the Parish Council defers a decision on appointing a Children’s Advocate for 4 months due to a lack of a suitably qualified Councillor. Proposed Cllr. R. Knifton, seconded Cllr. D. Crossman – unanimous.
	COU 221 
	Training for Yatton Parish Councillors: to consider the development of a training plan for councillors


Cllr. K. Lee-Bapty informed the council that Julie Mansfield from North Somerset would facilitate a workshop for Councillors at a cost of £125.00 for ½ a day (equivalent to 3 hours for an evening meeting). She asked Councillors to agree possible dates for training and whether they would like to complete a questionnaire to identify issues.

Resolved: that Yatton Parish Council ask Julie Mansfield to run a ½ day workshop for Councillors at a cost of £125.00 from the Training Budget on a date to be agreed. Proposed Cllr. K. Lee-Bapty, seconded Cllr. J. Watson: for 6, Against 3, abstentions 4. The resolution was carried.
Cllr. K. Lee-Bapty reminded the council that a majority had been in favour of a workshop when it was discussed at the last meeting and that a workshop would provide the mechanism for Councillors to work as a team after a difficult year.
	COU 222 
	Strawberry line: to consider signage proposed at the Yatton end of the line.


This matter had been dealt with at the last meeting of the Planning, Environment and Community services Committee.
	COU 223 
	Fair Trade Zone: to consider the request from North Somerset Council to place signs at Cadbury and North End to indicate that Yatton is a Fair Trade Parish


D. Stockham had already informed the Council that the Methodist Church were contributing to the cost of the signs and that no costs would be incurred by Yatton Parish Council.
The Clerk read a letter from the Rev. Price supporting the suggestion (Annex 3).

Resolved: that the request is actioned as proposed by North Somerset and that sponsors are asked about the possibility of providing a sign in Claverham. For 8, Against 3, Abstentions 2 – the motion was carried.
MATTERS REFERRED FROM COMMITTEES/SUB-COMMITTEES

	COU 224
	To consider withdrawal of funding by North Somerset Council for cycle racks at Yatton Station.


Resolved: that this matter is deferred to the next meeting. Proposed Cllr. J. Watson, seconded Cllr. K. Lee-Bapty.
FOR INFORMATION AND DECISION

	COU 225 
	Chairman’s report


The Chairman had nothing to add to the business of the meeting.
	COU 226
	Clerk’s report


The Clerk referred to his previously circulated report (Annex 4). Additionally he mentioned:

i. a letter from P. Stevens asking whether Mavericks had carried out the proposed remedial work to the Skatepark.

ii. Gave Councillors details of the waiting list for Yatton Infant School.


iii. On behalf of Cllr. T. Moulin reported a complaint that the path between Elborough Avenue and Derham Park is impassable; passed on a request that the Parish Council supports his approach to North Somerset to extend the times that the 350 bus route covers the North End loop; and that his offer of support to the Clerk over funding for street lighting requires a formal approach from the Council to North Somerset.


iv. That that the Amenities Committee had recommended Cllr. M. Blunsdon to be the Council’s representative on the Yatton Local Action Team.


v. that dates for the next two Parish Council Surgeries had been set.


vi. that a complaint to the Standards Board against Cllr. C. Drury had not been upheld; and that a complaint to the Standards Committee about J. Howard, covering the period when she was Chairman of Yatton Parish Council had also not been upheld.
	COU 227
	To Consider Future Agenda Items




This was left for the Clerk to decide.
Annex 2:

A. extract from minutes

	COU

129
	Revisions to Standing Orders and Protocol (Agenda Item 8)


Considerable discussion relating to the duration of meetings and how to describe their termination resulted in agreement that the wording for the new Standing Order following Standing Order 26 should be modified to read

‘All Council meetings should be timed and end on time, usually by 9.30pm’. Otherwise, no revisions were required to the proposed revisions to Standing Orders.

RESOLVED: that the proposed revisions to Standing Orders be adopted subject to a revision to the wording of the first clause of the new Standing Order following Standing Order 26 should read as follows: -


All Council meetings should be timed and end on time, usually by 9.30pm.

B. extract from Standing Orders 2008 Contents page

CONTENTS

No.

Standing Order








22. Disorderly conduct 






 

23. Right of Reply







 

24. Alteration of Resolution






 

25. Rescission of Previous Resolution




 

26. Voting on Appointments






 

27. Expenditure







 

28. Sealing of Documents






 

29. Committees and Sub Committees




 

30. Appointment to committees





 

31. Chair and Vice Chair voting members of every committee

 

32. Committees to elect their chairs and vice chairs


 

C. extract from Standing Orders 2008

25.   
Alteration of Resolution
A member may, with the consent of his seconder, move amendments to his own resolution.

26.
Rescission of Previous Resolution
a) A decision (whether affirmative or negative) of the Council shall not be reversed within six months except either by a special resolution, the written notice whereof bears the names of at least 14 members of the Council, or by a resolution moved in pursuance of the report or recommendation of a committee.

b) When a special resolution or any other resolution moved under the provisions of paragraph (a) of this Order has been disposed of, no similar resolution may be moved within a further six months.

27.  
Voting On Appointments

Where more than two persons have been nominated for any position to be filled by the Council and of the votes given there is not an absolute majority in favour of one person, the name of the person having the least number of votes shall be struck off the list and a fresh vote taken, and so on until a majority of votes is given in favour of one person.

28.
Length of Meetings
All Council meetings should be timed and end on time, usually by 9.30pm.

29.
Expenditure

Orders for the payment of money shall be authorised by resolution of the Council and signed by two members.

30.
Sealing of Documents

Annex 3
Clerk’s report to Full Council: June 9th 2009

1. The Parish Office will be closed on Thursday June 12th
2. Two letters have been received from Win Lowman:
i. The first, dated 27th May concerns Yatton Parish Council Policy Review Strategy
On 9 May at your request I forwarded to you my concerns re. the above to be addressed by Full Council once the Minutes of 14 April had been agreed on 12 May.  I still have the same concerns having checked the agreed Minutes – indeed, the juxtaposition of item 5 of the policy above the Amendment and Resolution makes it abundantly clear that the Council has voted not to be guided by policies which it has agreed.  I feel it is very important to know how the Council could possibly have come to the decision not to support item 5.  Surely it is one of the Council’s core functions to agree policies to guide its decision-making and a requirement of a Quality Parish Council.
I, therefore, ask again what was the rationale behind this decision?  
ii. The second is a query re: availability of draft minutes:
Win would like to see minutes of a meeting before they have been approved:

Guidance that I have received (ALCA) is as follows:

Minutes are the property of the clerk and not subject to changes. It is up to the meeting to agree them and if they don't then amendments must be proposed, seconded etc. and then signed.
Also:
Public participation is not part of the meeting and there is no requirement for it to be minuted.
I suggest that full minutes are not made available to the public until signed off; I can provide a list of resolutions passed to anyone who requests it in the interim.

3. Community Action Conference: BAWA Club, 589 Southmead Road, Filton, Bristol BS34 7RG – Supporting 21st Century Communities in the West of England – Thursday 26th June 9.30 – 3.30, £7.50 per delegate

4. Please provide guidance on the status of the sub-lease from Yatton Parish Council to Yatton Youth Club

5. I authorised the flying of the flag on the Queen’s Birthday @ £40.00 (price doubled since last year. It will cost another £240.00 to keep to last year’s programme for flying the flag.

6. Yatton Infant School have asked if the unspent balance of the £400 grant for storage (£50.00) can be spent on re-felting the old shed roof.

7. Campaign to Protect Rural England Avonside AGM  at Pucklechurch Village Hall, 8.11.08

8. Glebelands:

i. email from Faith Moulin about the loss of £150.00 of wild flowers due to Council’s failure to maintain wild flower meadow

ii. letter from residents of Church Road about the unsightly and poorly maintained nature of the wild flower meadow.

9. Ken Richardson raised the keeping of Council data on a Councillor’s PC with the Information Commissioner’s Office.

They find that on the basis of information provided it does not appear any individuals who are the subject and focus of the information have suffered detriment.

R. Baker

4th June 2008
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