Minutes
of the Meeting of

Yatton Parish Council

Finance, Personnel and Administration Committee

March 16 2009
held at Yatton Libary
Meeting Commenced: 2.30 p.m.


Meeting ended: 3.30 p.m.
Present: Councillors: Wendy Griggs (Chair), David Crossman , Rosey Knifton, Viv Wathen, Jean Watson
In attendance: Clerk
Public Participation:

None
MATTERS FOR DECISION
FIN229: Apologies for Absence


Apologies were received from Graham Humphries
FIN230: Declarations of Interest



None
FIN231: Minutes of the Meeting held on 2 February 2009
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 2 February 2009 were approved as a                                            correct record and signed by the Chair.
FIN232: Training Budget

RESOLVED that the virement of £500 from the Salaries head to the Training head of the Committee’s budget be authorised and that the Clerk be authorised to register for the Certificate in Local Council Administration and undertake appropriate training.
FIN233: Request from Yatton Junior School PTA to contribute towards the cost of an ‘inspirational speaker’

The Committee considered a request from Yatton Junior School PTA to contribute £100 by way of ‘buying’ a seat to hear inspirational speaker Miles Hilton Barber. The Clerk advised that he was uncertain as to whether such a contribution, which would effectively go toward Mr Barber’s commercial profits, was within the Council’s powers. In discussion members were doubtful as to whether the request fell within the Council’s criteria for grants and also considered that it was unwise for the Council to channel money through organisations to the commercial activities of an individual.

RESOLVED that the request be refused, but that the Clerk write to the PTA emphasising that the Council would welcome grant applications which fell within the Council’s criteria.
FIN234: Change to the terms of the grant to Yatton Junior Football Club
In discussion members requested that the earmarked reserve of £23,000 for a provision of a car park be placed on a future agenda.

RESOLVED that from 1 April 2009, and subject to there being no provision to the contrary in the lease to the Club, the grant to Yatton Junior Football Club be adjusted to include the cost of a reasonable amount of white liner, and that white liner be no longer provided free of charge by the Council.

FIN235: Award of grounds maintenance contract

RESOLVED that notwithstanding Minute FIN220 of 2 February 2009 the grounds maintenance contract should be awarded by the Amenities and Properties Committee.
FIN236: Exclusion of press and public

RESOLVED that the press and public be excluded for the next two agenda items on the grounds that their consideration may involve disclosure of information exempt under paragraph 1 of Schedule 12A Local Government Act 1972 (information relating to an individual).
FIN237:  Arrangements for shortlisting and interviewing candidates for groundsperson
The Committee noted the closing date for applications of 20 March 2009.

RESOLVED:

(1) that the shortlisting panel be David Crossman, Trevor Bidwell-Ford, Graham Humphries and Rosey Knifton, or so many of them as can attend;

(2) that the panel meet on Monday 23 March at 9.30 a.m. in the Wake Worlock Room, Yatton Library;

(3) that the shortlsting panel be authorised to fix the date for interviews, appoint an interview panel from among themselves and make arrangements for interview

(4) that the interview panel report any recommendation to the next meeting of the Committee on Monday 6 April.
FIN238: Staff salaries
The Committee noted the final salary award for 2008/09 agreed by the National Joint Council for Local Government Services.
RESOLVED that the council’s employees be paid in accordance with the final award with effect from 1 April 2008 (1 April 2009 in the case of the village orderlies).

The Committee noted that negotiations on an award for 2009/10 were unlikely to commence until well into the financial year.

(The press and public were readmitted)
MATTERS FOR INFORMATION

FIN239: Summary Income and Expenditure report by Committee – Year end 31 March 2009


Noted
FIN240: Summary of orders placed – Year end 31 March 2009


Noted

RESOLVED that as the summary is available for inspection in the office by any member of the Council on demand, and that as the Council has established a robust system of internal control with all payments being checked by members against invoices, and a monthly sample check of payments and receipts trails, the summary need no longer be placed before the Committee.
FIN241: Clerk’s Report

None

FIN242: Future agenda items

(1) Appointment of groundsperson (see FIN237 above)
(2) Earmarked reserve for new Football Club pitch (see FIN234 above)

(3) Final decision on grant to Stepping Stones Community Pre-School

(4) Appointment of internal auditor (closing date 20 March 2009)
(5) Appointment of advisory committee to make recommendations on grant criteria
​​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________________


___/___/2009
Chair
