Minutes
of the Meeting of

Yatton Parish Council

Finance, Personnel and Administration Committee

29 June 2009
held at Hangstones Pavilion
Meeting Commenced: 7.30 p.m.


Meeting ended: 9.30 p.m.
Present: Councillors: Wendy Griggs (Chairman), David Crossman, Graham Humphreys, Rosey Knifton, Viv Wathen, Jean Watson
In attendance: Clerk, James Field, Sylvia Bevan, Mike Davies, Suzanne Moore (grant applicants), Juley Howard, Lucy Perrott and Catherine Moore
Public participation
Juley Howard why the road safety budget had been cut from £20,000 to £10,000. The Chairman was not sure that this was so but would look into it.
Juley Howard asked if the Parish Council could organise some activities in Hangstones over the summer holidays. The Chairman suggested that a representative of PACT attend the next full Council meeting to discuss this.

Presentations by grant applicants
Methodist Church Youth Worker Group: Sylvia Bevan spoke. Niccy Lockhart had achieved her objectives but would like to extend her hours from 3 hours a week to 6. She hoped in particular to take forward the Youth Forum’s proposal for an internet café.
Avon Wildlife Trust Levels & Moors Project: James Field spoke. The North Somerset levels and moors were a unique landscape. A sustainable environment was of benefit not just to wildlife but also to people. Yatton was located among some of the most important moors and AWT was working with the Parish Council on land management.

2nd Yatton Guides: Suzanne Moore spoke. The guides continued to need help with the rent. Numbers had increased and there was now a waiting list.

North Somerset Credit Union: Mike Davies spoke. The application was to meet the cost of a service point in Yatton Library 2 hours a week. There were already a number of volunteers in Yatton and the Credit Union would expect at least 50 Yatton members.
The Chairman thanked all those who had spoken.

MATTERS FOR DECISION
FIN272: Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from Trevor Bidwell-Ford
FIN273: Declarations of Interest
(1) Jean Watson declared a personal interest in the grant application from Avon Wildlife Trust as a member of the Trust.
(2) Viv Wathen declared a personal interest in the grant application from Yatton Music Society as the Parish Council’s representative on the Society’s Committee.

(3) Wendy Griggs declared a personal interest in the grant application from the Methodist Church Youth Worker Group as the Parish Council’s representative on the Group.
FIN274: Minutes of the Meeting held on 1 June 2009
The minutes of the meeting held on 1 June 2009 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

The Clerk reported that he had written to Yatton Junior Football Club re-affirming the Parish Council’s commitment to the grant of £23,000.

The Clerk also reported that £200,000 had been placed on 3-month deposit (current interest rate 1.25%) and £265,000 on 6-month deposit (1.45%)
FIN275: Virement from the Capital Redemption Reserve
RESOLVED to authorise the virement of £6,500 from the Capital Redemption Reserve to the Hangstones redevelopment cost centre to pay for the redevelopment costings agreed by the Council on 8 June.

FIN276: Grant applications
(Note: the power under which a grant is made is shown in brackets. Section 137 Local Government Act 1972 gives a parish council a power, subject to certain conditions, to spend money for purposes not otherwise authorised.)

Members considered the grant application forms and additional information supplied. Members noted that some applicants had not supplied financial statements and other information.

RESOLVED that (except in the case of Yatton Junior Football Club) where financial statements or other information had not been supplied the cheque should not be released until the information has been supplied.

RESOLVED that organisations awarded grants should be asked to report back on how the grant ha been spent and should be invited to make a presentation and/or have a display at the Annual Parish Meeting.

RESOLVED that grants be awarded as follows:

· North Somerset Credit Union, £400 (section 137)

· Yatton Music Society, £200 (power to provide entertainment)

· 2nd Yatton Guides, £350 (power to provide recreational facilities)

· North Somerset Disability & Advice Line: £100 subject to receipt of financial statements and constitution (section 137)

· North Somerset Against Domestic Abuse: £200 subject to receipt of financial statements (section 137)

Members considered the application from Yatton Junior Football Club for a grant of £1350 towards the cost of utilities. Members noted that a leak had been allowed to continue resulting in increased water bills. Members also commented that the electricity and gas bills seemed high.
RESOLVED (by 5 votes to 1) that a grant of £950 be awarded to Yatton Junior Football Club towards the cost of utilities and that the Club be advised that any further application should include details of the steps the Club is taking to reduce its utility bills (power to provide recreational facilities).

Members considered the application from Avon Wildlife Trust for a grant of £1000 towards the North Somerset Levels & Moors Project. Members noted that no information had been provided as to funding obtained from other town and parish councils.

RESOLVED that a grant of £500 be awarded to Avon Wildlife Trust for the North Somerset Levels & Moors Project, subject to the receipt of financial statements, and that the trust be advised that any further application be accompanied by details of other sources of funds (section 137).

RESOLVED that a grant of £4100 be awarded to the Methodist Church Youth Worker Group to fund Niccy Lockhart’s employment costs (power to provide recreational facilities).

FIN277: Subscription to Somerset Racial Equality Council
The Chairman suspended Standing Orders to allow Juley Howard to make a brief statement on the work done in Yatton and Claverham by SREC.

RESOLVED  that SREC be invited to make a presentation to the next meeting of the Committee about its work in Yatton and Claverham.
MATTERS FOR INFORMATION

FIN278: Summary Income and Expenditure Report

Noted
______________________________
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