Minutes
of the Meeting of

Yatton Parish Council

Finance, Personnel and Administration Committee

6 April 2009
held at Hangstones Pavilion
Meeting Commenced: 7.30 p.m.


Meeting ended: 9 p.m.
Present: Councillors: Wendy Griggs (Chair), David Crossman, Graham Humphreys, Rosey Knifton,  Jean Watson
In attendance: Clerk
Public Participation:

None
MATTERS FOR DECISION
FIN243: Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from Viv Wathen
FIN244: Declarations of Interest


None
FIN245: Minutes of the Meeting held on 16 March 2009
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 16 March 2009 were approved as a                                            correct record and signed by the Chair.
FIN246: Exclusion of Press and Public

RESOLVED that the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following items of business:

Agenda item 12 (appointment of groundsperson) on the grounds that consideration will involve disclosure of information exempt under paragraph 1 of Schedule 12A Local Government Act 1972 (information relating to an individual)

Agenda item 13 (appointment of internal auditor) on the grounds that consideration will involve disclosure of information exempt under paragraph 3 of that Schedule (information relating to the financial or business affairs of any person)
FIN247: Grant to Stepping Stones Community Pre-School

RESOLVED under the Council’s powers in section 137 Local Government Act 1972 to approve a grant of £10,000 to Stepping Stones Community Pre-School on condition that the grant is returned if the project does not go ahead

Members asked the Clerk to arrange a site visit in September.
FIN248: Review of the Council’s systems of internal control

Members considered a report from the Clerk (Annex 1)

RESOLVED that full Council be recommended to note the results of the review and to approve the Statement on Internal Control for the year ended 31 March 2009
FIN249: Revised Disciplinary and Grievance Procedures

Members noted revised model Disciplinary and Grievance Procedures issued by the National Association of Local Councils. Members noted that a copy had been given to every employee of the Council.
RESOLVED that the Procedures be approved and adopted, that the Clerk ensure that the date of adoption be entered on the file copy and that a note be made that the Procedures be reviewed when necessary or after three years if later
FIN250: The Council’s approach to risk assessment

Members considered the requirements for risk assessment.

RESOLVED that the Clerk be authorised to purchase the Local Council Risk System software from DMH Solutions Ltd at a cost of £75 + postage + VAT, and that the Clerk report quarterly on progress with risk assessment.
FIN251: Payment of business rates on Church Road car park and Hangstones Pavilion in one instalment for 2009/10 and subsequent years

Members considered a request from the Clerk to authorise payment of rates in one lump sum rather than by instalments. Members noted that North Somerset Council paid the precept in two instalments.
RESOLVED to pay rates in two instalments in 2009/10
FIN252: Earmarked reserve of £23,000 for the provision of a car park at Rock Road playing field

RESOLVED  to maintain the £23,000 reserve earmarked for the provision of a car park at Rock Road but to reconsider the matter if Yatton Junior Football Club is required to make further planning applications.
Members asked the Amenities & Properties Committee to check the exact terms of the lease and agreement with the Football Club, to determine in particular the ownership of the car park when constructed, the Council’s liability for rates on the car park and the Council’s liability if construction costs exceed £23,000.
FIN253: Advisory committee to recommend criteria for the award of grants

RESOLVED to appoint Wendy Griggs, Graham Humphries and Viv Wathen to an advisory committee to consider criteria for grants in 2010/11 and subsequent years.

RESOLVED  that for 2009/10 grant applications be considered at the Committee’s June and November meetings. The Clerk will publicise the June deadline on noticeboards and on the website.
FIN254: Appointment of groundsperson

RESOLVED to appoint Craig Pearson on the salary recommended by the interview panel, terms of employment (other than hours) to be the same as for Pete Moorman, Clerk to settle start date and days of work.
FIN255: Appointment of internal auditor for the year ended 31 March 2010
The Committee considered two expressions of interest.

RESOLVED  that Probusiness Ltd, The Coach House, Chamberlain Street, Wells, be appointed as the Council’s internal auditors for 2009/10, with the possibility of extension for subsequent years, subject to the Clerk being satisfied as to their terms and agreeing a satisfactory letter of engagement.
MATTERS FOR INFORMATION

FIN256: Summary Income and Expenditure report by Committee – Year end 31 March 2009.


Noted
FIN257: Future agenda items

(1) Review of rent paid by BRERC for office in Hangstones
(2) Review of fees for 2010/11
​​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________________


___/___/2009
Chair
