
Minutes

of the Meeting of
Amenities and Properties Management Committee

Monday 7th July 2008

held at Hangstones Pavilion, Stowey Road, Somerset.
Meeting Commenced: 7.47 p.m.

Meeting Concluded: 9.37 p.m.
Present: Parish Councillors: G. Humphries; K. Lee-Bapty; R. Knifton; J. Watson; M. Blunsdon
Also in attendance: Cllr. D. Crossman; Cllr. V. Wathen; Les Howland; Glynys Foster; Juley Howard; Pat Stevens
The Chairman, Cllr. G. Humphreys opened the meeting by welcoming everybody in attendance. This was followed by 
Public Participation:

G. Foster asked what was happening about pollarding trees on Hangstones playing field and stated that the gate at Hangstones was not locked after the last Hangstones development plan meeting

J. Howard stated that the new hedge at Rock Road was overgrown; queried the environmental impact of lighting the War Memorial and stated that the membrane was coming up and that there were weeds in the borders; that the dog bin on Barberry Road was on the floor and that an opportunity had been missed to replant a damaged tree in the burial ground.

L. Howland stated that a fence post on the allotments still had not been replaced and that the central pathway had not been cut

P. Stevens said that the agenda item on the pathway into Hangstones had already been discussed and costed, with implementation delayed by mutual agreement; that despite assurances the condition of the skatepark equipment was not on tonight’s agenda; suggested that the grass and  trees on Hangstones could be better managed to alleviate fire hazards.

MATTERS FOR DECISION

	Minute

Ref.
	Agenda item, discussion and action
	By whom and when

	AAP

139
	1. Apologies for Absence (to approve reasons where necessary).
None
	

	AAP

140
	2. Declarations of Interest.
Cllr. G. Humphries declared a prejudicial interest in item 8.
Cllrs. J. Watson and R. Knifton declared personal interests in item 8 as members of the Avon Wildlife Trust.
	

	AAP

141
	3. Minutes of the Meeting held on June 2nd 2008 – to be confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
These were accepted unanimously.
	

	AAP

142
	4. Ratification of Committee membership.
The Clerk stated that Cllrs. D. Crossman and T. Bidwell-Ford will have to be confirmed as members of this committee at the next meeting of Full Council and that while Cllrs. D. Crossman and V. Wathen could speak at this committee they will not be able to vote.
	

	AAP

143
	5. To plan a meeting of stakeholders to discuss community provision at 
Hangstones playing field.
As a response to the bad publicity in the local press about behaviour at Hangstones it was resolved that a meeting of stakeholders identified by the Clerk and Cllrs K. Lee-Bapty and G. Humphries should be convened by the Clerk as soon as possible.
	Clerk
K. L-B

G. H.

	AAP

144
	6. To consider the Health and Safety aspects of the provision of Christmas lights.
It was reported that the Christmas Tree fixing needed repair and the suitability of the Walnut tree to support lights was questioned. Full Council will be asked to consider a specification for contractors to be issued in August.
	

	AAP

145
	7. To consider the access to Hangstones playing field along the lane between 38-40 Stowey Road.
It was resolved to ratify the decision of Committee made in the last year to install 5 lines of 400x400 tactile concrete slabs along the lane between 38-40 Stowey Road. (Power to maintain footpaths and bridleways).
	

	AAP

146
	8. To consider the provision of a new burial ground.
Having previously declared a prejudicial interest Cllr. G. Humphreys withdrew from the meeting.

The Clerk read the correspondence received from Mandy Bishop of North Somerset Council (Annex 1).

It was resolved that the suggestions contained in the letter proposed a way forward.
	

	AAP

147
	9. To consider the replacement of trees in the burial ground.
Recommendation: that the trees on the burial ground that need replacing are replaced like-for-like and that appropriate measures are taken to protect them from damage.
Amendment: that in addition a letter was written to Mr and Mrs Dixon apologising for the damage done to the tree planted in her son’s memory.

This was resolved. (Power to maintain burial grounds)
	

	AAP

148
	10. To consider pitch fees for the 2008 – 2009 football season.

It was resolved to refer this item to the Finance Committee.
	

	AAP

149
	11. To consider the replanting and maintenance of the Glebelands wildflower meadow.
It was resolved that the Clerk should approach YACWAG about re-instating the area and implementing a programme to re-instate what had been lost, to the cost of £150.00. (Power to acquire and maintain open spaces).
It was also suggested that it would be appropriate to have a sign saying that the area will be recovered.
	Clerk

	AAP

150
	12. To consider the management of Bow Street Moor.
It was reported that Cllrs. D. Crossman, J. Watson. K. Lee-Bapty and the Clerk had made a site visit. It will be feasible to put a bridge across a ditch to gain access to the site. Mr. Burge had offered to clear the boundary ditches free of charge.

The Clerk was asked to approach YACWAG for a habitat survey.

The site visit also included the Withy beds. These contained 4 large trees that should be pollarded before they are damaged beyond repair. The Clerk was asked to cost a programme and discuss the management of the site with Natural England and the Avon Wildlife Trust.. (Power to acquire and maintain open spaces)
	Clerk

	AAP

151
	13. To consider the replacement of a street light at Stream Cross
The Clerk was asked to investigate the cause of damage to the light and report back to a future meeting.
	Clerk

	AAP

152
	14. To consider the lighting of the War memorial
The Clerk was asked to investigate what had happened to the light and, if it can be re-instated, to request that it is used only for a short time around Remembrance Day.
	Clerk


Other Matters for Decision/Discussion

	AAP

153
	15. Clerk’s report
	

	AAP

154
	16. Agenda items for future meetings.
Trees on Hangstones

Extension to the Skaters’ path

Oral report from Broadcroft play area

State of the footpath in the burial ground

Provision of a swing for disabled children
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