Minutes

of the Meeting of
Amenities and Properties Management Committee

Monday 6th October 2008

held at Hangstones Pavilion, Stowey Road, Somerset.
Meeting Commenced: 7.37 p.m.

Meeting Concluded: 10.00 p.m.
Present: Parish Councillors: G. Humphries; K. Lee-Bapty; R. Knifton; M. Blunsdon; D. Crossman; T. Bidwell-Ford
Also in attendance: Les Howland; Pat Stevens; Faith Moulin; Juley Howard; Phil Kinsella; Glenys Foster; John Ellis; Colin Higgins.
The Chairman, Cllr. G. Humphreys opened the meeting by welcoming everybody in attendance. This was followed by 
Public Participation:

F. Moulin brought to the Council’s attention the intention to have gaps in the planting along the Hangstones boundary by the skatepark, and to seek suitable advice on its management; her support for extending the skaters’ path; that residents to whom she had spoken cannot hear a sound from the skatepark; that the delay in implementing the graffiti wall, that has the support of the Yatton Local Action Team is regrettable; and that consideration of hedgerow maintenance should be a revenue matter.
J. Howard supported the graffiti project at the skatepark and expressed disappointment that the Parish Council had not encouraged a quarterly meeting of the skatepark users group. In reference to Maverick’s letter about sound deadening the skatepark J. Howard mentioned ROSPA’s view that it was one of the best designed in the country and a pity that it was so far away.
G. Foster described concerns about the maintenance of hedgerows and pavements and reminded Councillors of their earlier decision to reduce the canopy of ash trees on Hangstones playing field.

P. Stevens asked that the Council considers the proposed safety barrier across the entrance to the alleyway next to number 40 Stowey Road as a barrier to unauthorised entrance to Hangstones as well as a safety measure. He said that the noise from the skatepark was unbearable at times; that some of this was due to anti-social behaviour in the early hours. He asked if the skatepark could be painted green and queried the suggestion of graffiti art when 2 years ago the Police were trying to stop graffiti.

C. Higgins, whose house overlooks the skatepark distributed a letter to Councillors (Annex 1) and expressed concerns about lewd and drug-related graffiti and the noise created by the skatepark being hit by branches etc. especially at night.

P. Kinsella, who had previously offered to organise the graffiti wall, said that the art project would give children a sense of ownership, but that he also likes the suggestion of making picnic tables that had been suggested by C. Higgins. He said that the graffiti art project would be professionally led, using a theme set by the parish Council. Once the theme had been defined he would probably organise a competition for users. He and the Council would have control of the project. He described a successful graffiti art project in Pill.
In response to a question from Cllr. K. Lee-Bapty, P. Kinsella said that the Pill project had not encouraged more graffiti but had solved the problem – but that this was one answer in one area. The graffiti art project was one idea for Hangstones but others will be considered.

AAP 175

It was resolved to revise the order of the meeting and take agenda item 13, 17, 15 and 18 after agenda item 3.
AAP 176
Apologies for Absence were received from Cllr. J. Watson
AAP 177

There were no declarations of interest.
AAP 178
Resolved: To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on September 1st  2008 as a true record.
AAP 179

To consider maintenance of the skatepark and suggestions for soundproofing the skatepark.
The Clerk informed the council of advice received on noise reduction and maintenance of the skatepark (Annex 2)

Cllr. T. Bidwell-Ford informed the Council of noise readings taken on opening day: minimum: 32 dba; maximum 55 dba. Under Health and Safety regulations noise levels of 80 dba and above require intervention. He identified two issues; noise generated by skateboarders and that generated by 3 a.m. revellers. Cllr. Bidwell-Ford stressed that we had a duty of care towards both the youngsters who use the skatepark and local residents.
Cllr. D. Crossman  also suggested that Environmental health may do a definitive noise reading. Cllr. D. Crossman  suggested that the fence suggested by Mavericks (Annex 2) could be positioned in such a way as to help the Police observe the area.

The Clerk explained that he had discussed two areas of concern with Mavericks – the movement of the ramps and cracking of the skatepark base. The movement of the ramps had been promptly dealt with. He had also asked for a quote for paint so that the ramps could be painted, as this was overdue. Mavericks had provided this quote plus a quote for doing the repainting themselves.

Resolved: To accept Maverick’s quote for repainting the skatepark; to use existing stock and retain new paint for future use.
 
Resolved: To defer a decision on soundproofing until after the stakeholders’ meeting and then seek professional advice as to what is required.
 
AAP180
To consider the provision of an area for graffiti art on Hangstones Recreation Ground.

Cllr. T. Bidwell-Ford said that he would like to support the graffiti wall on the basis of the local Police Officer’s recommendation. He favoured using the skatepark.

While reluctant to favour graffiti, Cllr. D. Crossman stressed the need to screen from neighbours.

Standing orders were suspended at 8.54. P. Kinsella said that he would organize a competition, ready for Spring 2009; that he would look for external sources of funding.

Standing orders were re-instated at 8.55.

Resolved: To allow graffiti art at Hangstones for a trial period on the back of the skatepark, painting over if required.

Cllr. T. Bidwell-Ford said that he would like to support the project and volunteered as a point of contact
AAP 181
To consider sampling the views of stakeholders about ways in which

Hangstones can be further developed as a resource for the whole

community.

The Clerk explained the difficulties of finding a date at which both the Community Youth Worker and P.C. Kinsella could be present. The Clerk said that he would determine a date and issue invitations.
AAP 182
To consider hedgerow maintenance in the Parish
The Clerk brought a proposal to layer the hedge at Barberry Farm Road.

Resolved: To engage additional labour to maintain the hedges in the Parish.

AAP 183
To receive a financial statement for this committee for the financial year ending March 31st 
2009.
Councillors asked that the high usage at the allotments could be checked.

The Clerk informed Council that Yatton Junior Football Club would be receiving a grant to cover cost of utilities for the rest of the financial year.

Resolved: To accept the statement of accounts for this committee to date for the financial year ending March 31st 2009.
AAP 184
To review budgets allocated to each cost centre for this committee and vire as appropriate.
Resolved: To instruct the Clerk to review budgets allocated to each cost centre for this committee and vire as appropriate.
AAP 185
To consider
the use of contractors for elements of the grounds and infrastructure maintenance programme 2009 – 2010.
The Clerk presented an analysis of requirements for grounds maintenance that, both through his analysis and that of an independent expert, shows a shortfall in provision of some 20 hours a week during the growing season. 

The Clerk will meet with the Chairman of this committee to review grounds maintenance provision and report back to this committee.

AAP 186
To consider the provision of Parish Council Notice Boards in Claverham

The Clerk reported that he had approached Court de Wyck primary School who are considering adopting research for the site of an additional Noticeboard in Claverham as a school project and were prepared to allow a mail-shot to parents to sample their views.
AAP187
To consider re-flooring the entrance hall to Hangstones Pavilion.

Resolved: To defer consideration re-flooring the entrance hall to Hangstones Pavilion until the condition survey has been completed.
AAP188
To consider maintenance of the trees and hedgerow near to the skatepark on Hangstones playing field and a safety barrier at the entrance to the access to Hangstones playing field from Stowey Road.

Cllr. T. Bidwell-Ford suggested that the barrier could be a lockable gate

The Clerk reported that advice that he had received was that the hedgerow by the skatepark was unsuitable for layering.

AAP 189
To consider extending the skaters’ path to join with the paved access from Stowey Road

Cllr. T. Bidwell-Ford challenged the use of the term “skaters’ path” as we must consider other users and for their benefit it must be completed.
AAP 190
To consider replacing the football training netting at Rock Road playing field
The Clerk stated that he would arrange for repairs to the netting.
AAP 191
To consider an application for grant support from Groundwork's Community Spaces programme
The Clerk stated that he would investigate the possibility of using this grant for developments at Broadcroft and Hangstones playing fields.
AAP 192
To consider the signposting of Hangstones Pavilion.
The Clerk stated that he would seek advice from Streets and Open Spaces on signposting


AAP 193
To consider the subsidy of those telephone boxes in the Parish that are scheduled for closure.

Council felt that an expression of interest in providing a subsidy was inappropriate.
AAP 194
Clerk’s report.

The Clerk brought to council’s attention a letter from J. Howard asking about the replacement of a tree that had a preservation order on it; what actions the council were going to take to support tree week and the state of the hedge to the rear of 34 rectory way; a letter from X. Blythe about a meeting to assess childcare need in Claverham; and a letter from A. Wesson praising and thanking Peter Moorman, groundsman, for the work he had done at Hangstones playing Field. (Annex 3)
AAP 195
Agenda items for future meetings.
· Length of meetings

· Budget – one major project only per committee
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