Minutes

of the Meeting of
Amenities and Properties Management Committee

Monday 1st September 2008

held at Hangstones Pavilion, Stowey Road, Somerset.
Meeting Commenced: 7.40 p.m.

Meeting Concluded: 9.25 p.m.
Present: Parish Councillors: G. Humphries; K. Lee-Bapty; R. Knifton; J. Watson; M. Blunsdon; D. Crossman; J. Watson; T. Bidwell-Ford
Also in attendance: Les Howland; Pat Stevens
The Chairman, Cllr. G. Humphreys opened the meeting by welcoming everybody in attendance. This was followed by 
Public Participation:

L. Howland brought the state of Plot 46 to the Council’s attention that has now got flowering ragwort
P. Stevens said that a barrier would improve safety on the alleyway next to his house; that further insulation was required to deaden noise on the skatepark; and that anti-social behaviour was a continuing concern at Hangstones playing field.
MATTERS FOR DECISION

AAP 155

Apologies for Absence (to approve reasons where necessary).
Resolved: To accept apologies – none.

AAP 156

Declarations of Interest.
Resolved: To receive declarations of interest – none, following advice from the Clerk to the Council.

AAP 157

Minutes of the Meeting held on July 7th 2008 – to be confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
Resolved: To accept minutes of the meeting of 7th July 2008 subject to minor amendment.

AAP 158
To receive a financial statement for this committee for the financial year ending March 31st 
2009.

Resolved: To accept the financial report for expenditure incurred by this Committee up to and including Month 4. (Annex 1)
Resolved: To direct the Clerk to review budgets allocated to each cost centre and report back to the next meeting of the Amenities and Properties Committee.

AAP 159
To consider placing a contract for the maintenance of Yatton War Memorial.

Resolved: To employ a gardener to maintain the War Memorial Garden from September 2008 – March 31st 2009.

Resolved: That war memorial maintenance is charged against the war memorial budget.

AAP 160
Resolved: To defer decisions on grounds and infrastructure maintenance until the next meeting. (Agenda items 6 and 7)
AAP 161
To consider the provision of Parish Council Notice Boards in Claverham

Resolved: To instruct the Clerk to obtain costings for a new noticeboard for Claverham and consult with residents about its location; for decision at the next meeting of this committee.

AAP 162
To consider a local consultation about the provision of a new burial ground.
The Clerk explained that it was necessary to commission a new survey because the boundary of the proposed burial ground had changed and a  test pit dug previously had contained water although there had been a prolonged dry spell. In addition a planning application will need up-to-date information.
Resolved: To instruct the Clerk to write to residents in the immediate neighbourhood of the proposed new burial ground, informing them that the Parish Council is reviewing the site; that test pits will be dug; and that they will be fully consulted throughout the process.

AAP 163
To consider commissioning a survey to determine the suitability of possible sites for a new burial ground.

Resolved: To refer a decision on commissioning a survey of the proposed new burial ground site to Full Council, following discussions with Officers of the District Council.

Resolved: To instruct the Clerk to clarify with North Somerset Planning Officers the information that will be required about consideration of alternative sites when an application for planning permission for the proposed new burial ground is submitted.

AAP 164
To consider fees charged to Claverham Cricket Club for the use of Hangstones playing field during the 2008 season.

Resolved: To refer the request from Claverham Cricket club to review their scale of charges for the use of Hangstones playing field and pavilion to the Finance Committee.

AAP 165
To consider refuse disposal at the Parish Council burial ground.

Resolved: To install an additional 240 litre waste bin at the Parish council Burial ground prior to the demolition of the shed.

AAP 166
To consider establishing a budget towards the cost of a project to re-develop Hangstones, to include the commissioning of both a condition survey and an option appraisal for Hangstones pavilion.

Resolved: To refer to full Council this Committee’s recommendation that a budget is established for commissioning a condition survey of Hangstones Pavilion.

AAP 167
To consider sampling the views of stakeholders about ways in which

Hangstones can be further developed as a resource for the whole
community.

Resolved: To instruct the Clerk to contact key stakeholders and identify a suitable date to convene a meeting to which local residents will be invited to identify current problems at Hangstones Playing Field and possible solutions to them.

AAP 168   
To consider the management of Moor Street Bow and the Withy Beds
Resolved: to defer discussion of this item.

AAP 169    
To receive a report from the Broadcroft Play Area Advisory Committee and consider improvements to the boundary fencing of the Broadcroft Play Area.
This was presented by Cllr. J. Watson (Annex 2)

AAP 170
To consider re-flooring the entrance hall to Hangstones Pavilion.

Resolved: To instruct the Clerk to obtain quotations for re-flooring the entrance hall in Hangstones Pavilion.

AAP 171
To consider maintenance of the trees and hedgerow near to the skatepark on Hangstones playing field.

Cllr. D. Crossman stated that removing the hedge alongside the skatepark would need installation of a fence over 200m long; and that the drain on the other side of this hedge cannot be re-opened because the ground rises.

Resolved: To instruct the Clerk to action the trimming of lower branches of trees on Hangstones Playing Field and to obtain costs and investigate sources of support for securing the boundary of the Hangstones Playing Field.

AAP 172
To consider repairs to the play equipment at Hangstones playing field.
Resolved: To instruct the Clerk to investigate the recommended programme of maintenance for the carousel on Hangstones Playing Field

Other Matters for Decision/Discussion

AAP 173
Clerk’s report.

The Clerk submitted a written report (Annex 3). In addition the Clerk reported that the cherry tree in the new burial ground need a health and safety assessment because of damage to the pavement by roots and that the light in Streamcross was being replaced free of charge by SEC.
AAP 174
Agenda items for future meetings.

Telecommunications
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