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Minutes

of the Meeting of
Amenities and Properties Management Committee

Monday 2nd June 2008

held at Hangstones Pavilion, Stowey Road, Somerset.
Meeting Commenced: 7:45 p.m.


Meeting Concluded: 9:05 p.m.
Present: Parish Councillors: Trevor Bidwell-Ford (Vice-Chairman) (part), David Crossman, Graham Humphreys (Chairman), Liz Stephen, Jean Watson, Maurice Blunsden, Juley Howard.
Also in attendance: Members of the public: Les Howland, Pat Stevens, Glenys Foster, Rob Warren.

At 7.45 p.m. the Chairman, Cllr. G. Humphreys, opened the meeting by welcoming everybody in attendance. He then invited those members of the public present to address the Committee if they wished, thereby suspending standing orders.

Public Participation:

Rob Warren, Lead Community Play Development Worker, North Somerset Council Children and Young People’s Services - Childcare, Learning and Play addressed the meeting. Play Rangers are at Hangstones twice a week, 3.30 – 6.30 to engage with a target age-range of 10-14 years, although all are welcome. The take-up in Yatton has been lower than in other areas, and he asked Councillors to help to publicise the project when the Playpod arrives. He suggested an open forum at the next meeting attended by local residents.

Rob Warren can be contacted on: 077 809 572 77 or 01934 634758

Glenys Foster expressed concern that the Playpod at Hangstones could lead to more disturbances such as the one that took place on the evening that schools broke up for half term. She also asked if the trees on Hangstones that are not subject to Preservation orders could be reduced.

Les Howland addressed Councillors about Yatton allotments. He asked for the path in the allotments to be cut ready for judging during the first week of July. He reported that 7 plots are unsatisfactory. The Clerk will write to plot owners.

Standing orders were re-established at 8.15 p.m.

Matters for decision/discussion
	AAP

126
	Election of Chairman


Cllr. G. Humphreys was unanimously re-elected as Chairman, proposed by Cllr. J. Watson, proposed by Cllr. D. Crossman
	AAP

127
	Election of Vice-Chairman 


Cllr. T Bidwell-Ford was unanimously elected as Vice-Chairman, proposed by Cllr. R. Knifton, seconded by Cllr. J. Watson.
	AAP

128
	Apologies for Absence (to approve reasons where necessary)


Apologies were accepted from Cllr. T. Bidwell-Ford
	AAP

129
	Declarations of Interest 


None
	AAP

130
	Minutes of the Meeting held on 7th April 2008 


These were accepted as a true record.
	AAP

131
	Review and re-establish as necessary advisory committees:



	Broadcroft Play Area



	Rosie Knifton

	Jean Watson

	Trevor Bidwell-Ford

	Hangstones Pitch maintenance

	Graham Humphries

	Trevor Bidwell-Ford

	Moor Street Bow Management Plan

	Jean Watson

	Karen Lee-Bapty

	The following were declared defunct (02.06.08):

	YPC Composting Scheme

	Lighting for Teen Shelter

	Hangstones Play Area Consult

	Christmas Lights

	Hangstones Skatepark


	AAP

132
	Pitch repair at Hangstones


Resolved: the Clerk is authorised to engage a contractor to make good the football pitch at Hangstones subject to consequential damage being made good – proposed Cllr. D. Crossman, seconded Cllr. Maurice Blunsdon.
A vote of thanks was proposed to the volunteers who had worked extremely hard on the pitch to date was proposed by Cllr. R. Knifton, seconded by Cllr. J. Watson and supported unanimously.
	AAP

133
	To produce a vision statement of provision for disabled children in Yatton and Claverham 


Resolved: proposed by Cllr. M. Blunsdon and seconded by Cllr. D. Crossman, that the Clerk research the cost of the provision of a swing seat suitable for disabled children at Hangstones and Rock Road.
Further discussion of a vision statement of provision for disabled children was deferred to the next meeting.

	AAP

134
	Report on the condition of the hedge behind 39 Rectory Way 


A report on the replanting of the hedge was circulated (Annex 1).

Councillors were referred to AAP77 (February 2008):
RESOLVED: to arrange for the reinstatement of the hedge to the rear of 39 Rectory Way at Rock Road/Rectory Way playing fields by the end of March 2008 with grant aid/funding from Forest of Avon if available. (majority decision).

The Clerk was asked to approach the tree surgeon, Sam Harris, to see of chippings from the proposed canopy reductions at Hangstones could be used to mulch the newly planted saplings and research the ownership of the hedge.
	AAP

135
	Broadcroft play area 


Cllr. J. Watson informed the Committee that the Broadcroft Advisory Committee will invite local residents to the park to explain what children would like to be provided there.
	AAP

136
	Update progress on previous matters raised at the Amenities and Properties management Committee


i. re-planting of Norway Maple at Hangstones 
- this has still to be done
ii. maintenance of ash trees at rear of Stowey Road houses 
- the Clerk was asked to action:

The quotation for dealing with 7 trees had been obtained from Sam Harris in 2006, which Mr Harris will stand by: total £2 000
The 3 trees that have Preservation Orders on them for which work has been authorised.
iii. locking of gate at night, Rock Road playing fields car park 
- the Clerk is to write a letter to local residents asking for a volunteer to lock the gates and this will be circulated by Karen Lee-Bapty.
iv. tree inspection/surgery in cemetery
- this is to be considered at the next meeting following discussion between the Clerk and the Tree Warden 
v. the benches installed near the skate park 
- concrete bases are to be installed
vi. update re YJFC plans at Rock Road 
- the Clerk is to ask the club to make a presentation to the next Committee meeting
vii. ongoing maintenance of hedge at allotments
- Cllr. J. Watson will put the Clerk in touch with a hedge layer. 
viii. Yatton station

- the Clerk is to establish whether car park charges are being used to fund improvements.
	AAP

137
	Clerk’s report

 


The Clerk had received a letter applying for the post of tree warden when a re-appointment is made.

However as Glenys Foster indicated that she wishes to continue in post and has attended courses paid for by the Council it was proposed by Cllr. R. Knifton and seconded by Cllr. J. Watson that this should happen.

New burial ground: the Clerk is to proceed with arranging for the removal of the shed on the new burial ground and write to F. Moulin to explain that the removal of the compost bins is a temporary measure pending a review of the arrangements that had been put in place but were not working.

The Clerk read the following to the Committee, received as part of an email from F. Moulin on 

A new group is forming around the renewed archaeological interest; this group has the necessary expertise - being the people producing the management plan - and this group will probably be the people to drive this forward with the agreement of the joint parish councils.  Graham Morgan, the parish councils' delegated Manager for the hill, will represent this group to the joint committee when it meets and keep them updated.   It already has the agreement of NSC, as the county archaeologist and biodiversity officer are both involved in the management plan work. 
The Clerk informed the Committee that correspondence had been received from residents in Church Road about the untidy state of the Glebelands wildflower meadow, and from F. Moulin about the Council’s failure to maintain the meadow properly.
	AAP

138
	Agenda items for future meetings 


Grant to the cricket Club for a new pitch

Christmas lighting – Health and Safety aspects

Presentation from possible provider on Christmas lights

Access to Hangstones along the lane between 38-40 Stowey Road

Annex 1.

Report to Amenities – Hedge at Rock Road, behind no.39

Towards the end of March, in accordance with the vote of the council Juley Howard, Trevor Bidwell-Ford and Faith Moulin replanted the hedge that had been obliterated by the Parish Council’s workman some years previously.  This was at no cost to the Council.

As the then clerk had not obtained or even applied for the free trees that would have been available from Forest of Avon trees and hedging plants were used that had been donated by the volunteers, who brought their own tools and cleared the area before planting it.

The hedge was growing well at the end of April – more than 90% of the plants were in leaf and sprouting up.  However when checked at the middle of May the new hedge was completely smothered in bindweed.  The whole of the margin of the playing field was also covered in bindweed.  This looks a terrible mess and constitutes a hazard for footballers.  

Please could the area be properly maintained in line with the Parish Council’s obligation to promote bio-diversity in the parish.  This needs to be hand weeded – it cannot be strimmed -  it will be weeded the weekend of 31st May / 1st June then a volunteer will be happy to show whoever the Parish Council gives this job to where the saplings are planted.

Juley Howard
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