YATTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes

of the Meeting of
Amenities and Properties Committee

Monday 23 March 2009
held at Hangstones Pavilion, Stowey Road, Yatton
Meeting Commenced: 7.30 p.m.

Meeting Concluded: 9.25 p.m.
Present: Councillors: Graham Humphries (Chairman), Trevor Bidwell-Ford, Maurice Blunsdon, David Crossman, Rosey Knifton, Jean Watson
In attendance: Councillor Viv Wathen, Clerk, John Ellis, Les Howland; Pat Stevens
The Chairman wished everyone a Happy New Year
Public Participation:
Pat Stevens referred to Agenda item 7 (safety barrier on Stowey Road) and asked to be involved in the project.
MATTERS FOR DECISION
AAP207 Apologies for Absence
None
AAP208 Declarations of Interest

None
AAP209 Minutes of the Meeting held on 3 November 2008  

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 3 November 2008 were approved as a correct record, subject to the removal of Maurice Blunsdon’s name from the list of those present, and signed by the Chairman.
AAP210 Financial statement
A financial statement for this Committee for the year ending March 31st 2009 was received (Annex 1). Members noted that the phone numbers on many signs outside play areas, &c, needed changing.
AAP 211 Review of budgets
The budgets for 2008/09 and 2009/10 were noted. Members requested that road signs to Hangstones pavilion be placed on  future agenda and asked the Clerk to contact North Somerset Council as to cost and procedure.

AAP212 Fencing of Hangstones playing field
The Clerk reported that there were regular incursions of sheep and that as a result of slopes becoming slippery a member of staff had sustained an injury. Members noted that the likelihood was that the sheep did not belong to the adjoining landowner and so the landowner could not be required to strengthen the fencing.
RESOLVED that David Crossman and the Clerk inspect the fence and identify weak points, that the Clerk obtain quotes for stock fencing, and that any expenditure not exceeding £1,000 be authorised as a matter of urgency.

AAP213 Safety barrier at entrance to Hangstones playing field from Stowey Road
Members emphasised that any barrier must comply with the Council’s responsibilities under the Disability Discrimination Act and must not impede emergency access.

Members also wondered whether cutting back the hedges on either side of the access might improve visibility; it was likely that the hedges belonged to the neighbouring properties.

RESOLVED that the Clerk investigate possible barriers, obtain quotes and report back to the next meeting of the Committee
AAP214 To consider the provision of Parish Council Noticeboards in Claverham

Members noted that there was budgetary provision for this in 2009/10. Members suggested that any new noticeboard should not be on the current site by the old post office; one suggestion was adjacent to the letter box. However members also recalled an earlier decision to suggest to Court de Wyck School that the children could be asked to undertake a project to decide the best siting.
RESOLVED that the Clerk

(a) ask the Headteacher of Court de Wyck School whether the School wishes to undertake a project

(b) consult North Somerset Council as to the planning and regulatory requirements and

(c) obtain quotes for a new noticeboard

AAP215 Purchase of mudguards and counterweights for the tractor
RESOLVED to purchase mudguard extensions but to defer a decision on the purchase of counterweights.

AAP216 Complaint concerning trees in the War Memorial Gardens
A resident had complained that trees in the War Memorial garden were interfering with his satellite reception.

In discussion members were not convinced that the trees were the source of the problem and that the Committee would be unwilling to undertake permanent and damaging tree works unless it was certain that the trees were the source of the problem. Members also considered that the dish might be wrongly oriented, or that electricity distribution cables in front of the property might have an effect. Members also emphasised that if the Committee did eventually decide to undertake works it would be at the complainant’s expense.

RESOLVED that the complainant be asked to provide a report (at his own expense) from an independent engineer, considering in particular whether the orientation of the dish or the distribution cables might be affecting reception.
(The Committee agreed to consider Matters for Information before the two Agenda items concerning contracts.)

MATTERS FOR INFORMATION
AAP217 Clerk’s Report

(A) Moor St Bow
The Clerk reported that the pollarding of three willows, authorised by the Committee on 7 July 2008 (Minute AAP150) had been carried out. Subsequently Councillor Jill Iles had passed on concerns from YACWAG that the work had been undertaken without consultation and that YACWAG had expected a survey by Avon Wildlife trust and a management plan.

David Crossman pointed out that he had consulted the officer of Natural England in advance of the work, and she had been happy for the work to be carried out. Members emphasised that Minute AAP150 had referred to a survey by Avon Wildlife Trust and a management plan and both of these were still the Committee’s intention. The pollarding of the willows had been required as a matter of urgency on health and safety grounds.

(B) Vehicular access to the Burial Ground
A resident had asked if the vehicle gate could be locked to prevent easy access by vandals. Members were concerned that this might restrict access by disabled people and those with buggies. It was agreed that this should be a future agenda item and that the Clerk would obtain the views of the Police.
MATTERS FOR DECISION

AAP218 Exclusion of press and public
RESOLVED that the press and public be excluded for the next two agenda items on the grounds that their consideration may involve disclosure of information exempt under paragraph 3 of Schedule 12A Local Government Act 1972 (information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person)

AAP219 Grounds maintenance contract for Glebelands and the Burial Ground, March to October 2009
The Committee considered four tenders

RESOLVED that the contract be awarded to Weston Outdoor Services.

AAP220 Variation of terms of contract for weeding Glebelands
RESOLVED that the hourly rate be increased by £2 to cover the cost of the contractor’s insurance.

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​______________________________



___/___/2009

Chairman

- 2 -


